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without these difficulties which have come
to light in the last few months and which,
I think, we all regret.

i hope we can get back to the situation
where there is not a great division hetween
country and metropolitan, and not a great
division between classes of people. This
should not be the position in Western
Australia, Surely we have left behind that
situation in these enlightened times. Surely
we are big enough now to be able to ride
through that period. There is no place
whatever in Western Australia for those
divisions to be emphasised or, in fact to be
permitted. I commend the Bill to the
House.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitlee, etc,
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by the
Hon, N. McNeill (Minister for Justice),
and passed.
House adjourned at 10.30 pm.

Legislative Ansembly

Tuesday, the 6th August, 1974

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (38): ON NOTICE
1. GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Education Policies

Mr T, D. EVANS, to the Premier:
Would he name the persons who
advised the Government on the
education policies ennounced by
it in the policy speech and indi-
cate their respective qualifica-
tions?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

The persons concerned are sub-
stantially those referred to in the
article in the Daily News dated
21st March, 1974,

In addition, there were many
others of experience and compe-
tence from a wide cross section
who gave evidence.

2. DAYLIGHT SAVING

Government Members: Conscience
Vote

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

(1) 8Since The West Australian of
1st August, 1974 under the head-
ing “Daylight Saving in Western

2)

Sir
(D

Mr
Mr

Australia this year" says “Lib-
eral and Country Party Mem-
bers will have a conscience vate
on the issue”—
{(a) is this an accurate report;
(h) if “Yes"—

(i) since when have Liberal
and Country Party Mem-
bers not voted accord-
ing to their individual

conscience;
(i1) what are each and every
of the special ingre-

dients of the daylight
saving question which
cause members of Lib-
eral and Country Parties
to decide that it is
necessary and prudent
for them to vote accord-
ing to their conscience?
Is it not so that when Liberal
and Country Party Members are
not free to vote according to
their conscience they are not free
at all, but they must obey party
directions, and decisions, or suffer
the adverse consequences of such
disobedience?

CHARLES COURT replied:

(a) Reference to a “conscience”

vote is the wording of the
newspaper.
As announced, the Daylight
Saving Bill is to be intro-
duced on a non-Party basis,
and Liberal and Country
Party members will vote ac-
cordingly.

(b} (i) The Liberal and Country
Parties do not work on
the caucus system prac-
tised by the ALP.
Naturally, it is assumed
that all Members will
normally vote according
to party decisions in
maiters of basic policy,
but the Liberal and Coun-
try Party have tradition-
ally allowed greater flexi-
bility than applies in a
caucus system.

Davies: Ho, ho, ho!

Jamieson: Three bottles of rum!

Sir CHARLES COURT': To continue—

2

(il) and (iii> See answer to
(a).

See answer to (1) (b ).

BUSINESS DEALINGS
Government Action

BERTRAM, to the Premier:

Will he state each and every
corrective step which the Govern-
ment has taken thus far for
the purpose of improving the—
{(a) general efficlency;
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(b) service; and
(c) {Irlankness in business deal-
g,

in and by private industry in
Western Australia?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

The import of the Member's
question is not fully understood.
If he desires to clarify the pur-
pose of the question I will at-
tempt to answer it as fully as
practicable,

GOODS FROM EASTERN
STATES

Delays in Delivery

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

(1) Is it not so that by reason of
inefficiency companies and firms
in the Eastern States are caus-
ing serious delays in delivering
goods to both wholesalers and
retailers in Western Australia?

(2) If “Yes” what has his Govern-
ment done about this?

8ir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1> The Shortages Committee ap-
pointed by the Government to
assist in expediting supplies to
local firms has not found that
inefficiency in firms in the East-
ern Stafes is an evident contri-
buting cause to the problem,

The reasons are substantially due
to industrial strife and conse-
quent loss of productivity and
production.

This has been further aggravated
by similar problems In the trans-
port system.

(2) Not applicable.

FLOODS

Metropolitan Area: Aerial
Photography

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) In view of the extensive local
flooding in the metropolitan area
at present, has the MWSSD
Board taken the opportunity to
have an up-to-date aerial photo-
graphic coverage of the area for
future reference purposes?

(2) If not, could this be undertaken
without delay before some of the
areas lose some of the accumu-
lated water?

Mr O’NEIL replied:

(1) and (2) Yes: an aerial photo-
graphic record is being compiled.
In addition, a record of river
levels is heing maintained for
Nerrigen Brook, Southern River,
Canning River and Swan River.

POLICE

Election Rally: Demonstration
against Prime Minister

Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

(1) Regarding his answer to gques-
tion 44 on Wednesday, 31st July,
1974, can it be taken that any
member of Parlinment can view
the police report concerning the
Forrest Place demonstration?

(2) What restrictions will be placed
on use of the information so
gained?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) It would be expected that the
members would appreciate the
courtesy extended to them and
maintain the confidential nature
of police reports.

Mr Davies: Blg deal!

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Synthetic Rutile Plant

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Indus-

trial Development:

(1) Has the Government had discus-
slons with Lennard Ol NL. and
Westralian Sands Ltd. concern-
ing the possible establishment of
a synthetic rutile plant near
Perth?

(2) If so, what tangible assistance
will the Government extend to
these companies to ensure that
this proposed industry is estab-
Hshed in Western Australia?

(3) When is it anticipated that the
current feasibility study will be
completed by Minenco Pty. Itd.?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

{1) No.

(2) Discussions will be held with
companies at an appropriate
time.

(3) It is understood the company will
be in a position to review feasi-
bility in approximately two
months’ time.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Power Line Damage: Woorrie

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Elec-

tricity:

(1) Have departmental inquiries de-
termined the cause of the main
33 000 volt power line to North-
ampton being badly damaged
near Woorrie on 19th July, 19749

(2) What was the extent of the dam-
age which occurred to property
and llvestock in the immediate
area?

(3) Has compensation been assessed
regarding the affected persons
concerned?
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Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) Yes. One pole was affected by
dry rot.

5ix head of catile were killed.

The owner of the cattle has
lodged a claim which Is being
considered hy the State Electri-
city Commission’s insurers.

MINING
Agnew Nickel Prospect

Mr MAY, to the Premier:

(1) Reference is made to a report
which appeared in the Sunday
Times dated Tth July, 1974,
headed “Huge New W.A. Nickel
Complex Forecast”, taken from
a statement made by the Minis-
ter for Labour, Hon. W. QGray-
den "that the Agnew Nickel Pros-
pect has been in the doldrums
for 3 years”: would he kindly
indicate if there are any depart-
mental records available which
would substantiate this state-
ment, a5 1t is believed by some
sections of the business com-
munity that this is a reflection
on the present principals of the
Agnew project?

Did the comments of the Minister
for Labour (Mr Grayden) which
appeared in the mentioned article,
have the approbation of Cabinet?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) Ample evidence exists to estab-
lish that a number of major min-
eral! projects have been held up
because of Government imposed
policy and subsequent restric-
tions.

The Perseverance Nickel project
at Agnew is affected. The com-
ments made do not reflect on the
principals of the Agnew project.

On the contrary, they have been
very active to the extent that
Government policies at the time
would permit.

Press comments by Ministers are
not subject to prior approval of
Cabinet.

2)
3

2)

)

POLICE
Beach Buggies: Idcensing

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Police:

(1) How many accidents involving
beach buggles have occurred on
laocal beaches during the years
1972, 1973 and 19747

(2) How many fatalities occurred in
each year?

(3) Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to fulfil an undertaking
of its predecessor to legislate to

11,

12,

provide for the licensing of driv-
ers and control of use of beach
buggies particularly on local
beaches?

O'CONNOR replied:

This information is not available.
Only one is known; at Lancelin
in April, 1974,

Not at this stage.

IMMIGRATION

Building Company Nomination
Scheme

Mr T, J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Immigration:

What steps has he taken to en-
sure building companies nomi-
nating migrants from the United
Kingdom are asdhering to con-
ditions set by his department?

GRAYDEN replied:

All assisted passage migrants are
met on arrival by State Migra-
tion Officers.

At that time they are handed a
general information brochure and
invited to communicate with the
State Migration Office if they
need advice or have any com-
plaints.

A clause has now been inserted
in the conditions relating to the
housing companies scheme to the
effect that any disputes between
the nominating housing com-
panies and migrants may be re-
ferred to the Commissioner for
Consumer Protection who will act
as arhitrator.

Mr
1}
(2)

3

MEMBERS OF
PARLTIAMENT

Register of Interesis

T. J. BURKE, to the Premier:
In view of the action taken by
the House of Commons and the
Australian Government, will he
legislate to provide for a public
register of Members’® interests?
(2) If “Yes” does he agree that a
select committee should be ap-
pointed to decide what should
be declared?

If not, would he give reasons for
the Government’s objection to
the proposal?

CHARLES COURT replied:

to (3) The Government has not
given specific consideration to
either the House of Commons or
the Commonwealth Government
pronouncements in connection
with Members' interests.

Full details of the Commonwealth
Government’s propesals, as well
a5 the decislons of the House of
Commons, are being sought for
study by the Government.

Mr
(1}

)

Sir
1)
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TRAFFIC
Farm Vehicle Licenses:
Congessions
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Traffic:
(1) Is it proposed to alter the license
concesslons on farm vehicles?
(2) If so, in what way?
Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1),

EYRE HIGHWAY
Sealing

Mr H. D. EVANS, o the Minister for
Tourism:

(1) When is it expected that the seal-
ing of the Eyre Highway will be
completed?

What is the estimated number
of vehicles using the Eyre High-
way each day at the present

@)

time?
(3) (a) Are these estimations based
on actual vwvehicle counts

and, if so, what are the exact
count numbers and at what
locality were they taken;
what percentage of these
vehicles are tfowing cara-
vans?

With the sealing of the Eyre
Highway what number of cara-
vans does the Department of
Main Roads and Tourist De-
partment estimate will use the
hiehway each day?

GRAYDEN replied:

Advice from the Highways De-
partment, South Australls indi-
cates early 1976.

230.

(a)Y This figure was obtained
from the Main Roads De-
partment permanent recorder
at Balladonia between July
1973 and May 1974,

(b Approximately 10%.

Traffic growth rate befween 1968-
69 and 1973-T¢4 has averaged 6%
per annum. Any estimate of
usage by caravans subsequent to
sealing would be pure conjecture,
but a considerable increase in
numbers could be expected.

)

(4

(D

)
3>

4)

POLICE
Election Rally: Demonstration
against Prime Minister

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Police:

(1) Referring {o question 4 of isi
August, 1974, of the 129 police-
ment on duty in Forrest Place

186.

17.
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on 25th March, how many were
in uniform and how many were
in plain clothes?

(2} Does the figure of 129- only in-
clude State police?

(3) I not, how many were from
other sources and what were the
other sources?

(4) Will he table a list of names only
of State police on duty?
Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) 11 commissioned officers, 31 plain
cloltihes officers and 87 uniformed
police.

(2} Yes.
(3} Answered by
(4) No,

(2).

ROAD TRANSPORT
Perishables to Maniimup

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) What is the total amount of
perishables which private shop-
keepers may carry from the Met-
ropolitan Markets to Manjimup
in their own vehicles at the pres-
ent time?

(a) Is it intended that the pres-
ent maximum of perishable
goods, especially salad vege-
tables in the summer peried,
will be increased;

if not, will he give urgent
consideration to this being
done?

Mr O'CONNOR repiled:

(1) 500 kilograms.

(2) (a) and (k) This iz at present
under consideration.

2)

1))

SHOPPING CENTRES
Langford Housing Project

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Housing:

In view of the inconvenience be-

ing experienced by tenants liv-

ing in the Langford area as there

is no shopping complex for their
convenience—

(a) have tenders been called for
the construction of a shop-
ping complex at Langford:

(b) if

50, when can it be
expected development will
begin;

(¢) if not, why not?

O’NEIL replied:

(a) The commission called ten-
ders for the lease and devel-
opment of the shopping

centre at Langford on the
12th November, 1873.

(b) No tenders were recelved.
{(c) Not applicable,
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POWER STATIONS

Conversion to Coal Fuel:
Environmental Report

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Electricity:

(1) Has an environmental report
been made on the likely effects
of changeover from oil to coal at
power stations?

If not, what is the reason for not
so doing?

If so, will be table a copy of the
report?

MENSAROS replied:

No.

The two stations involved were
originally designed o burn coal
and have operated on that fuel
for many years without causing
;m undue environmental prob-
em.

(3) See (1) above.

2)

3

1)
2)

ELECTRICITY ACCOUNTS
Rate Per Unit

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for

Electricity:

(1) Why does the SEC not show on
accounts the rate per unit of
electricity?

(2) Can this be done in the future?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) It is not practical with the exis¢-
ing accounting machines. Tariff
schedules are normally available
at all offices of the commission.

(2) The commisston is now doing
preliminary work to have lts ac-
counts prepared on computer.
When this process is completed
the appropriate rate will be
shown on the account.

MUNDARING WEIR
Water Purity Commitice

Mr MOILER, to the Minister for
Works:

(1) In respect of the water catch-
ment area of Mundaring Weir,
when was the special committee
concerned with water purity of
the Mundaring Weir formed?
Who comprises the committee
and what departments or bodies
do they each represent?

Mr O'NEIL replied.

(1) The Advisory Committee on Purity
of Water, comprising the Engi-
neer, Metropolitan Water Supply,
the Principal Medical Officer and
the Government Analyst, was
initially formed in September
1925 to meet once a month to
consider any question which might

(2)

21.

22,

arise with regard to the quality of
the water supply and the means
of improving it.

The committee has been expanded
over the years and now comprises
representatives of the Metropoli-
tan Water Board, Public Health
Department, Government Che-
mical Laboratories, Forests De-
partment, Department of Agricul-
ture and the Public Works
Department.

2)

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Oil Prices: Secrecy

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:
Because of the change in Gov-
ernment, Is it the intention of the
Government to direet the SEC

to revert back to the ‘'veil of
secrecy” attitude which was
adopted during the TLiberal-

Country Party term of office
from 1959-1971 regarding oil
?ricgs and other associated mat-
ers?

Mr MENSAROQS replied:

The attitude of the Government
is to act in the best interests of
the State so as not to prejudice
any negotiations which might be
under way at the time,

YUNDERUP CANALS
DEVELOPMENT

Government Guarantee

THOMPSON, to the Treasurer:
With respect to the Yunderup
canals Dbroject, has the Govern-
ment or the Rural and Industries
Bank bheen required to accept any
financial burden pursuant to the
guarantee given by the Tonkin
Government?

If the Government or the Rural
and Industries Bank has become
financially involved pursuant to
the guarantee, to whai extent is
it involved?

Is the project still in the hands
of the original developer?

If not, who ‘s now responsible for
the development?

What stage has the development
reached?

How many blocks have been sold?

How many are still to be =0ld?

CHARLES COURT replied:

Yes.

An advance made through the
Rural and Industries Bank now
stands at $884 718, of which the
sum of $553 000 was advanced to

Mr
)

2)

(3}
(4)
(5)

(6}
N
Sir

(6 ))]
2)
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redeem commercial bills of ex-
change. Other bills totalling
$1 197 000 will have to be redeemed
in due course.

Yes.

Answered by (3).

I understand site preparation is
virtually complete, except for
connection of electricity.

and (70 It is not considered
desirable to disclese this informa-
tion.

ROAD TRANSPORT
PERMITS

Issuing Centres

Mr WATT, to the Minister for Trans-

port:

In view of the inconvenience and
expense caused to country trans-
port operators, will he give con-
sideration to making facilities
available in major counfry towns
for the issue of permits for the
carriage of goods for which per-
mits are required?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

Mr
sent

1)

¢

I believe it may be possible to
arrange for the single traffic
authority (when operative) to
issue permits at country centres.
Such an arrangement would
obviate the necessity to obtain
permits from Perth and also the
costly telephone calls involved.

I have asked the Commissioner
for Transport to inguire into this
matter and to bring back a
recommendation accordingly.

TEACHERS

Tertiary Scholarships and
Bonds

BRYCE, to the Minister repre-
ing the Minister for Education:
In relation to the working party
established by the Australian
Education Council on 13th June,
1973 to study relationships be-
tween Commonwealth tertiary
scholarships and State teaching
studentships—

(a) who are its members;

{b) on what dates has it met;
(e) when is it expected to com-
plete its work;

has his department made
any submission to the work-
ing party and, if so, what
were the recommendations
of that submission?

Was a meeting held on 20th
October, 1972 between repre-
sentatives of Commonwealth
and State Departments of
Education, the purpose of

(d)

(a)

3)

(4

-

{5)

Mr
1)
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this meeting being to discuss
B Dpossible national scheme
of tertiary scholarships;

(h) if so—

(1) who attended from Wes-
tern Australia;

(1) what conclusions were
reached by those in
attendance?

(a) How many non-bonded stu-
dents attended teachers col-
leges in Western Australia in
each of the years 1973 and
1874;

(b) in each year, how many of
these were—

(i) in receipt of an unbhonded
W.A. studentship;

(i) in receipt of a Common-
wealth scholarship or
tertiary allowance;

(iii) not in receipt of a State
or Federal allowance?

In view of the intraduction of the
tertiary allowance scheme by the
Australian Government, and the
subsequent changes in the bond-
ing systemm in South Australia,
does the Government plan any
changes to the system of bonding
teacher trainees in this State?

Has the introduction of the ter-
tiary allowance scheme affected
the number or the standard of
students seeking or receiving
State teaching studentships?

MENSAROS replied:

(a) Membership consists of re-
presentatives from each State
Education Department, the
Commonwezalth teaching ser-
vice, the Commonwealth De-
partment of Education, and
the Australian Commission on
Advanced Education.
Representatives present at the
meeting on 16th July, 1974,
were—

Mr H, Hughes (Chairman)—
Commonwealth Department
of Education.

Mr A. Bunker—Director of
Teacher Education, Depart-
ment of Education, N.S.'W.

Mr L. Cartwright—Staff In-
spector, Department of
Education, Queensiand.

Mr L., Kloedon—A/Assistant
Director, Educational Ser-
vices and Resources, De-
partment of Education,
South Australia.

Mr H. Campbell—Co-ordina-
tor of Planning, Depart-
ment of Education, ‘Tas-
mania.
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Mr J. Wilson—Assistant Di-
rector, Department of Edu-
cation, Victoria.

Mr E. Styles—Superintendent
of Education, Department
of Education, Western Aus-

tralia.

Mr M. Woodward—Secretary,
Commonwealth Teaching
Service.

Mr E. Rolfe—Commonwealth
Department of Education.
Mr H. Grahame-—Australian
Commission on Advanced

Education.
Mr R. Cotton {(Secretary)—
Commonwealth Depart-

ment of Education.

21st November, 1973, and 16th
July, 1974,

No decisicn has been made on
when it will complete its work,
but a tentative date for its
next meeting has been set for
early in May 1975.

(b)

(¢}

(d) No submission has been made
by either the Western Aus-
tralian Education Department
or any other State Education
Departinent.

(2) (a) Yes.

(b) (1} Mr N. Traylen, then DIi-
rector of Teacher Educa-
tion.

(ii) The meeting suggested
that consideration be given
to a national scheme of
scholarships for all ter-
tiary students based on
funds then available from
Commonwealth and State
sources, and permitting
State Education Depart-
ments to offer supple-
mentary allowances under
bond agreements,

(3) (a) 1973 (at 30th June)—123.

1974 (at 30th June)—660.

(b) () 1973 (at 30th June)—20.

1974 (at 30th June)—27.
(i1} 1973—not available as
students in teachers’
colleges not shown se-
parately from those in
other tertiary educa-

tion institutions.
1974 (at 30th June)—410.

(1§i) Not avallable for same
reason as {(ii} above,

1974 (at 30th June)—223.

(4) The Education Department is
currently reviewing its bonding
practices and that of the other
State Education Departments but
no recommendations have been
made to the Minister for Educa-
tion.

25,

26.

27.

(6) Because other factors such as the

abolition of fees In tertiary insti-
tutions and the autonomy of
teachers' colleges occurred at the
same time, 1t is not possible to
determine the exact effect of the
tertiary allowance scheme on the
State teaching studentships.
Of 1550 Education Department
scholarships for teacher training
available for 1974, 1 354 were ac-
cepted by applicants.

TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS
Effect of Aleohol

Mr BERTRAM to the Minister for
Traffic Safety:

Is it a fact that the effect of
alecohol 13 the greatest single
cause of motor vehicle accidents
on the roads?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

Avallable research does not sup-
port this contention although it
is believed that excessive use of
alechol is 2 major contributing
factor In a large proportion of
road accidents.

SOCIALISM
Allegation against Liberal-Country
Party Governments

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:
Does he accept the allegation
that Liberal-Country Party Gov-
ernments—
(a) practise soclallsm;

(b) acqulesce on the practice of
socialism; and/or

(¢) introduce socialist
tion?
Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(a) and (b) No.

(¢} Certainly not as part of a soclalist
policy and programme.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Cities, Towns, and Authorities:
Number
Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minlster for
Local Government:

Would he please advise the num-
ber of—

(a) cities;
(b) towns;
(¢) local authgrities,
in Western Australia?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
@) 7.
(b 13.

{c) Total number of local authoritles
138, including those under (a) and
(b} and 118 shires.

legisla-~
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. ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AUTHORITY

Ecologists and Soil
Conserpationists

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Conservation and Environment:

(1) How many ecologists and soil
conservation experts are em-
ployed by the Environmental
Protection Authority?

(2) What are the qualifications of
such experts?

Mr STEPHENS replied:

(1) Support staff for the Environ-

mental Protection Authority are
employed by the Department of
Environmental Protection. The
department has a small staff of
professional officers having wide-
ranging knowledge and experience
rather than a high degree of
specialisation. Disciplines repre-
sented In the department at pre-
sent include physics, engineering,
geology, geophysics, zoology, bio-
chemistry, organie, inorganic and
physical chemistry, economics and
agricultural science.
Where other detailed expertise
knowledge is required these
officers liaise with specialists in
other State and Federal Govern-
ment departments, uhlversities,
Commonwealth Scientific &
Industrial Research Organisation
or any other area where such
knowledge is available. This is in
accordance with section 30 (4) (h)
of the Environmental Protection
Act 1971. This method of opera-
tion ensures that the best possible
specialist knowledge is brought to
bear on problems considered by
the Environmeéntal Protection
Authority, at a minimum cost to
the community.

(2) Answered by (1),

PREMIER

Personal Explanation on I14th
September, 1972: Comments

Mr BERTRAM, to the Speaker:

1) Is it still out of order by reason
of the continued existence of an
undispesed of Supreme Court
writ or for any other reason for
questions, motions and/or com-
ments to be made in debate re-
lating to the personal explana-
tion made by the Premier (then
the Yeader of the Opposition) in
this House on 14th September,
1972 and/or any of the related
personal explanations or com-
ments subsequently made by him
in the House?

(2) (a) If “Yes” why?

(b) If “No» why?

30.

31.
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The SPEAKER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) I advise the member that in refer-
ring to the records of this House
on this matter over a period of
many Years there appears to be a
continuous constancy in the ap-
plication of the sub judice rule,

MINES DEPARTMENT

Ecologists and Soil
Conservationists

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Mines:

(1) How many ecologists and soil
conservation experts are employ-
ed by the Mines Department?

What are the qualifications of
such experts?

MENSAROS replied:
None.
Answered by (1).

2)

(1)
(2)

DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE

Ecologists. and Soil
Conservationists

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Agriculture:

(1) How many ecologists and soil
conservation experts are employ-
ed by the Agricultural Depart-
ment?

What are the qualifications of
such experts?

Mr McPHARLIN replied:

{1) The department employs 35 pro-
fessional officers in various facets
of soil conservation, pastoral area
management and general eco-
logical studies.

18 are officers of the Soil Conser-
vation Service, 14 of the Range-
land Management Branch, 1 In
Soll Research and Survey Branch
(engaged on salt land studies) and
2 in the Botany Branch. (Total
strengths of these last two
branches are respectively, 6 pro-
fessional officers and 5 technical
officers; and 9 professional officers
and 4 technical officers.)

The Soil Conservation Service also
has 18 technical officers.

All professional officers have uni-
versity bachelor degree qualifica-
tions, mainly in agricultural
science or science. Some have
attained higher degrees at master
or Ph.DD, level.

Technical officers possess an agri-
cultural diploma or equivalent
qualification.

@

(2)
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AUSTR.

ALTAN
ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL

Meetings and Commiltees

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and Environment:

m

2)

3
(4}

(5)

How many meetings of the Aus-
tralian Environment Council
have been held since 1st January,
19737

Does the council have any per-
manent secretariat?

If so, what form does it take?

Does the council have any other
committees and, if so, what are
they?

What particular subjeets have

been discussed at the abovemen-
tioned meetings?

Mr STEPHENS replied:

(1}

2
(&)

4

There have been two meetings of
the Australian Environment
Council since 1st January, 1873,
They were held in Melbourne on
5th July, 1973 and Hobart on 30th
November, 1973,

Yes.

The permanent secretariat of the
Australian Environment Council
is provided by the Department of
the Environment and Conserva-
tion, Canberra. It consists of a
permanent Secretary to Council, a
permanent Secretary to Standing
Committee and supporting staff
who service both Council and
Standing Committee. Service for
the various sub-committees and
working groups that have been
set up is also provided by the
secretariat.
The Australian Environment
Council, which consists of the
State and Commonwealth Minis-
ters with environmental respon-
sibilities is assisted by a standing
committee comprising the heads
of the various Government bodies
concerned with the environment.
Since 1st January, 1973 the
Standing Committee has met six
times,
The various sub-committees and
working groups that have been set
up are as follows—

Packaging Waste and Recyeling

Sub-Committee.
Monitoring Suh-Committee.

Working Party on Air Monitor-
ing Networks.

Marine Pollution
mittee.

Working Party on Heavy Metals
in the Marine Environment,

Emission Standards Sub-Com-
mittee,

Sub-Com-

Environmental Investigations
Steering Committee.

Environmental Legislation Sub-
Committee.

Public Awareness Sub-Com-
mittee,

Working Group on Environ-
mental Impact Statements.

Working Group on Sewage Dis-
posal,

Working Group on Tree Conser-
vation.

Working Group on Infrastruc-
ture.

(5) The subjects that were discussed

at the two meetings of the Aus-
tralian Environment Council men-
tioned above are as follows—

Melbourne, 5th July, 1973.

Meeting of United Nations Gov-
erning Council on environ-
mental programmes.

Waste disposal and sharing of

costs.
Fiscal measures to encourage
environmental protection

and other measures to en-
courage beneficial installa-
tions.

Environmental research.

Functions of council in relation
to other ministerial coun-
cils,

Packaging Waste
mittee.

Public awareness.

Supersonic transport aircraft.

Monitoring Sub-Committee.

OECD Air Management Sector

Sub-Com-

Group.

Environmental impact state-
ments,

ERTS and environmental
monitoring.

Association of the Australian
Fauna Authorities Confer-
ence with Council.

Polychlorinated biphenyls.
Waste disposal studies.
Australian tree planting scheme.
Lead in petrol.

Visual pollution.

Australian Government acti-
vities within State bound-
aries,

District environment officers.

National pollution monitoring
network.

Electric vehicles,

PMG pollicy on underground
power cables.

Automotive emissions.
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Distribution of information con-
cerning council.

Collation of Australian environ-
mental legislation.

Marine pollution.
Hobart, 30th November, 1973,

Emission Standards Sub-Com-
mittee.

Progress report on matters con-
sidered by fourth meeting
of council.

Lead in petrol,

Environmental Impact Assess-
ment Procedure Working
Party.

Sewage Disposal Working Party.
Electric vehicles,
Remote sensing training course.

Proposed Australian Environ-
ment Council Fund,

Proposed programme of pro-
jeets to be funded from

AEC fund.
Governing Council of the
United Natlons environ-

mental programme.

Peasibility study for an auto-
matic pollution monitoring
network for air, water and
noise in the Sydney regional
area.

HEALTH

Heavy Metals in Children’s
Books

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Is it a fact that some children’s
books contain heavy metals which
could be dangerous to the health
of children who might put them
into their mouths?

If the Minister is aware of this,
what action is he taking to obvi-
ate the danger?

If he is not aware, will he have
investigations made and consider
the necessary action?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1} No. Children's books alleged to be

dangerous have been investigated
by the Department of Public
Health.
In each instance the amount of
lead detected was well below the
maximum allowable concentra-
tions recommended by the Na-
tional Health and Medical Re-
search Council.

and (3) Answered by (1).

(2)

@)

@

34.

35.

36.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION COUNCIL
Membership

A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Conservation and Environment:

Have any appointments been
made in 1974 to the Environ-
mental Protection Council?

If “Yes"” what are their names
and occupations and which
“interests” do they represent (as
outlined in section 17 of the Act)?
Who do such members replace?

If the answer to (1) is “No”
which members are due to retire
in 1974 and which "interests” do
they represent?

Mr STEPHENS replied:

(1) Yes.

{2) Deputy memher—Mr W. C, Pearse,
C.B.E., Grazier, representative of
persons engaged in primary in-
dustry (Section 17 (b) (iv)).
The late Mr Angus Robinson,
Answered by (1),

for
(L

2)

3)
(4)

3)
(1)

IMMIGRATION

Building Company Nomination
Scheme

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Im-

migration:
Further to the answer to my ques-
tlon 28 on 1st August concerning
building company nominations,
will he table all relevant papers

and files?
Mr GRAYDEN replied:
No. However, the Memher is

welcome to again inspect the file.
Such inspection must be made in
my office.

POLICE

Exmouth Naval Base:
Demonstration

Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Police:

(1) Can he advise whether an inquiry
has been conducted by the Police
Department into the participants
of the demonstration held at the
U.S. Navy base at Exmouth in
May 19747

1f so, would he indicate whether
members of any political parties
were Involved?

If “Yes” to (2), what parties were
s0 involved?

Were there indications of any
other particular groups being in-
volved?

If so,
groups?

2)

3)
(4}

5 would he name these
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) to (5) No such inquiry has been
conducted. Police investigations
were made to obtain data relating
to individuals who allegedly
breached the law and this infor-
mation indicated participation by
a number of members of the Com-
munist Party including executive
officers of that party.

The investigation also indicated
that a large number of students
were involved.

It ts worth noting that the ahove
mentioned people were involved in
g large humber of demonsira-
tions, some individuals participat-
ing prominently in as many as 14
demonstrations in W.A.

WELLINGTON DAM
Water Salinity

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

{1) To what extent has the salinity
in irrigation areas served by
water from the Wellington Dam
inereased in recent years?

(2) What investigations into the
problem of salinity in the Well-
ington Dam region are heing
carried out currently by—

(a) the Public Works Depart-
ment;

() the Department of Agricul-
ture;

(¢} the Department of Environ-
mental Protection,

and what is the conclusion ar-

rived at by each of these depart-

ments as a result of their

examination?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1) The salinity of Wellington Dam
has fluctuated since measure-
ments commenced In 1840. The
salinity tends to drop in flood
years and rise in periods of be-
low average flows.

The salinity of the dam reached
a peak of 680mg/l in August
1971 but has since declined and
in July 1974 was 500 mg/1 total
soluble salts.

Recent statistical analysis of the
data, however, shows that the
lang termt trend has been an
increase in the total soluble salts
of approximately 5mg/l per an-
num.

(2) (a) The Public Works Depart-
ment is currently undertak-
ing the following Investiga~
tions—

(i) Gauging flows and salini-
tles of the five major sub
catchments.

(ii} Carrying out regular
salinity sampling at 30
sites within the catch-
ment.

(44i) Co-operating with CSIRO
in a detailed study on
five experimental catch-
ments into the mechan-
isms assoclated with the
salinity problem.

(iv) Co-operating with the
University in & study
into reservoir operation
techniques,

{v) A study involving the
analysis of all available
data on land form, land
allenation and clearing,
stream flow, stream sali-
nity and groundwater
salinity within the catch-
ment with a view to pre-
dicting the likely level to
which the salinity of the
dam will rise.

(b) Investigations carried out or
completed by the Department
of Agriculture are—

(1) The monitoring of salt
content of streams in the
“Collle West" section of
the catchment,

(1) Study of salt balance of
Wellington Dam.

(iii Comparison of pasture
vield and composition,
and soil salinity using
water from Wellington
Dam and Stirling Dam.
This is a joint project
with Public Works De-
partment.

yv) Study of salt and water
balance using Welling-
ton Dam water for irri-
gation at Dardanup.

(v) Balt land survey of Collie
irrigation area.

(vl) Survey of history of land
use and salinity in Well-
ington Dam catchment.

{c)} The Environmental Protec-
tion Authority is maintaining
a watching brief on the in-
vestigations by the other de-
partments directly concerned
as provided under section 30
(4) (n) of the Envirenmental
Protection Act, 1971.
From these studies the Public
Works Department and the De-
partment of Agriculture have
concluded that the salinity of
Wellington Dam is slowly increas-
ing due to clearing in the catch-
ment. In recent years the level
has been above the threshhold
at which rleld depression of the
frrigation pastures may bhe
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expected to commence but it has
not yet been possible to measure
this experimentally.

1.8% of the soils of the Collle
Irrigation district are affected by
salinity but these appear to be
inherently saline soils and not
due to the use of irrigation water.
No sofl salinity increase is occur-
ring under the irrigated areas.
Final conclusions are not yet
available from the study to pre-
diect the final level to which the
salinity will rise as a result of
clearing.

HEALTH
Fish: Tozicity Tests
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) How often was—
(a) wet;
(b) canned,

fish tested for mercury content
during 1973 and to date In 1974?

Who is responsible for conduct-
ing the testing?

How many samples of each type
of fish are tested each time?
What are the results of the test-
ing?

(5) Has there been any testing dur-
ing the year for other toxic
residues in fish such as arsenic?

(6) If "Yes” what are the results of
such tests, and the details of such
testing as indicated above?

(' If "No" is it intended that such
testing will be instituted?
RIDGE replied:
{(a) 1973—1T9 occasions.

1974—25 occasions.
(b) 1973—2 occasions.

1974--2 occasions.
(2) Public Health Department and

(&)

(&N

(4)

Mr
1)

Department of Fisherles and
Fauna.
(3) Total number of samples—
1973—1762,
1974—125.

I have some further information
on this part of the question and
I would like your permission to
table it, Mr Speaker.

The information 1was

paper No. 13%).

(4) The results are part of a pilot
survey into levels of heavy metals
in fish in W.A, A report is be-
ing prepared.

(5) Yes,

(8} The results are part of the sur-
vey described in (4).

(7 Answered by (6).

tabled (see

2,
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QUESTIONS (10): WITHOUT NOTICE
1.

MINING
Agnetwn Nickel Prospect

Mr MAY, to the Premler:

As the answer he gave to question
9 on today’s notlce paper implies
that major projects have been
held up due to Government-im-
posed policy, will he indicate to
which Government he refers, in
view of the fact that the present
Australlan Government has been
In office for only 20 months ap-
proximately?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

I used the term “Government” in
its broadest sense. The main de-
terrent to this project has come
from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment because the policles it has
been following have made 1t
almost impossible for the project
to get to first base. So my main
reference was to the Common-
wealth Government, but the Gov-
ernment to which the hanourable
member belonged must take some
of the blame because it was In
power at that time and I cannot
recall a case where it protested
publicly about this particular
problem.

SWAN VIEW HIGH SCHOOL
Deferment

Mr MOILER, to the Minlster rep-

resenting the Minister for Education:

(1) Has the Minister released a Press
statement to either the Daily News
or The West Ausiralian newspap-
ers indicating that it is proposed
to defer development of the Swan
View High School?

(2) When was the Press release pro-
vided to the Press?

(3) If “Yes” to (1), will the Minister
agree to receiving a deputation
from residents of the area con-
cerned to enable him to put for-
ward a case for re-instatement of
the school onio the 1974-75 bulld-
ing programme?

MENSARQS replied:

On behalf of the Minister for
Education, and appreciating the
notice given by the honourable
member, the reply is as follows—
(1) Yes.

(2) The 2nd August, 1974.

(3) Yes.

PROSTITUTION
Threats to Members of Parliament

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premler:

(1) Have certaln members of the
Parllamentary Liberal Party been
approached by a person known
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8s Dorrle Flaiman of 458 Beau- Mr RUSHTON replied:

fort Street, Highgate, who |is
notorious as the keeper of prem-
ises for the purposes of prostitu-
tlon, threatening to publish the
names of certain parllamentarians
whom she alleges were her clients,
if police raids on her premlses at
256 Moore Street, East Perth, were
continued?

(2} If the answer to (1) 1s in the
affirmative, will the Premier in-
vestigate the matter to ascertain
whether there has been a hreach
of parliamentary privilege?

(3) Will the Premler report to the
House as a matter of urgency
his concluslons as to whether
Ither'? has been a breach of privi-
ege?

Sir CHARLES CCOURT replied:

(1) to (3) Quite frankly I cannot
answer the first part of the hon-
ourable member’s question If he s
asking me whether certain people
have made contact with certain
members of the Liberal Party. If
he likes I will send a question-
naire asking them about the mat-
ter.

As for the rest of the question, I 5
suggest the honourable member '
places 1t on the notice paper.

In answer to the honourable
member, who handed me this
gquestion as I sat down this afier-
noon—

(1) I have not initiated meetings
with counclllors and officers
from the Clty of Stiriing or
any other local authority for
the purpose stated. This item
has been ralsed durlng dis-
cusslons on a number of
occasions,

{2) to (5 My support for the
autonomy of local authorities
is well known. To preserve
democratic local government
I would recommend to coun-
clls that they protect thelr
autonomy in every way poss-
tble and of course this would
include resisting the present
reglonal concept put forward
by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. I have advised the
Commonwealth Minister for
Urban and Reglonal Develop-
ment (Mr Uren) of this fact
as also have assoclations rep-
resenting local government in
Western Australia,

ROADS

Woodlands Area: Examination

Mr YOUNG, to the Minister for
I.OCAL GOVERNMENT Pouce:

Finance. Represeniations to
Commonwealth

Mr B, T. EURKE, to the Minister for
Local Government:

(1) Did the Minister recently meet
councillors and officers from the
City of Stirling to discuss the
possibility of that local authority

Can he say whether he will take
immediate action to ensure that
an urgent re-examlination of the
Woodlands road system s made
with a view to ensuring easier
access to the district by its resi-
dents and at the same time main-
taining safety for the children of
the distriet?

sending representatives to Can- Mr O’'CONNOR replied:

berra for direct talks with the
Australlan Government on mat-
ters of finance?

(2) Did the Minister advise the coun-
cil that he was opposed to any
such proposal?

(3) If “Yes” did he also state that
it was necessary to present &
united front of opposition in the
face of Australlan Government
policy with regard to local govern-
ment?

(4) Have similar meetings been held ¢,
with other local authoritles at
which the Minister expressed

I thank the honourable member
for some notice of this question.
Subsequent to hls approach I In-
spected the ares involved. I have
also asked the Malh Roads De-
partment and the Pollce and
Traffic Departments to report back
to me. I belleve I will recelve
thelir reports either this afternoon
or tomorrow and I will forward
the information to the honour-
able member as soon as it is
received.

MUJA POWER STATION
Tenders for Boiler

similar attitudes? Mr MAY, to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:
(5) Does he agree that the attltudes
as expressegé do little to promote (1) Has the boller contract for the

harmony between the Australian,

Muja power house been decided?

the Western Australlan, and local (2) If so, when was the declsion

Government?

made?
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What is the contraet price?

Who were the successful tender-
ers and what are their business
addresses?

What local content was involved
with the contract?

Is this the largest tender let by
t}'le ?State Electricily Commis-
sion

MENSAROS replied:
Yes.

The 31st July, 1974,
$25 740 000.

International Combustion Aust.
ILtd.,, Rydalmere, New South
Wales,

$12 414 759,

Yes.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Allocation of $6.6 Million
JAMIESON, to the Premier:

With reference to the story in this
evening’s media under the head-
Ing, "Massive boost for councils”,
can he inform us whether the $6.6
milion referred to is from the
fund set up from Commonwealth,
money or from State money, or
whether 1t is part from each, and
can he advise how much it would
be from each if it {s 8 combina-
tion of the two?

CHARLES COURT replied:

The amount referred to as that
part of the moneys that will go to
rural local authorities will be pre-
dominantly from State-raised
moneys and is made possible be-
cause of the actions of the Gov-
ernment In announcing that it will
make considerable increases in
vehlcle licenses and drivers’
licenses. The amount of State-
ralsed maoneys in the $6.6 million
1s approximately $5.7 millon. I
am speaking from memory, but it
would be about $5.7 million which
will probably come from State
funds.

Jamieson: In anticipation.

CHARLES COURT: That 1s not
the total amount golng to reads
from State-raised money, but this
is the proportion of the figure
announced this morning. By in-
terjecticn the honourable mem-
ber sald, “In anticipation.” It is
a fact that the Government, so as
to keep employment golng in
these local authorities, has had to
assume It will be able to get the
necessary legislation through this
Parllament; otherwise people
would just be put out of work as

may be possible under the Com-
monwealth part of the money,
until such time as we get the Jegis-
lation through. I think what we
are dolng is the practical and sen-
sible way to handle 1.

LOCAI, GOVERNMENT
Allocation of $6.6 Million

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premler:

Arising out of the answer that the
Premier has given the Deputy
Leader of the Opposltion, I find it
difficult to follow him, because I
heard it announced over the radio
last week that the Australian
Minlster said that $4.6 milllon had
been paid to the State of Western
Australia.

Mr O'Connor: That has already gone
to the local authoritles.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It seems that the
announcement in tonight’s paper
gives the Impression that the
whole of this money comes from
the State Government, whereas it
now seems to inciude some part
of that $4.6 million.

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

Let me make the position clear.
First of all the Commonwealth
Government has advanced an
amount which is approximately
one-twelfth of the announced
total for road funds. The ldea
was at least to give the State
Government a chance to get some
money Iinte the various local
authoritles and into its own chan-
nels to keep some roadworks
going; otherwise we would have
the crazy set-up whereby we
would be Into the second, third,
or fourth month without belng
able to get any money because
of the Inordinate delay taking
place in Canberra dealing with
these matters. This has been sub-
mitted to the Federal Govern-
ment. Sco by arrangement made
at the administrative level this
amount was remitted and we are
hopeful that the Commonwealth
will cantlnue its programme of
remitiing approximately $4 mil-
llon each month until legislation
has been passed by Federal and
State Parliaments. More regular
arrangements will then have to be
entered into so that the proper
allocations will be authorised by
Statute and the amounts will go
to local authoritles in accordance
with the legislation instead of by
an ad hoc arrangement at the
moment. So it is a fact that of
the amount announced this morn-
ing and about which local authori-
ties will recelve notice either today
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or tomorrow, approximately $5.7 Mr RUSHTON replled:

milllon is from State moneys. If
we did not do it this way we would
have to cut back considerably, and
country local authorities and those
on the fringe of the metropolitan
area would have to dismiss stafl.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: That is further proof
that the Treasury was not an
empty barrel.

8ir CHARLES COURT: That has no-
thing to do with it.

9, PROSTITUTION
Immunity from Prosecution

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Police:

(1) Will he Inquire as to whether
there are certain premises used
for the purpose of prostitution
given immunity from prosecution
while other similar premises are
continually being raided?

Mr Hartrey: Unfair competition.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: To¢ contlnue—

(2) Wil he report the results of his
investigations to the House as a
matter of urgency?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
I suggest the honourable member

puts his question on the notice
paper.

Point of Order
Mr A. R, TONKIN: On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, I did direct a
three-part question to the Prem-

I am pleased the honourable
member has asked this question.
I would advise him the Govern-
ment has approved amendments
to implement its policy, and the
inttial action will be implemented
by the local authorities having
amendments made to their town
planning schemes for rural zones.
These schemes, of course, and the
terms and conditions which apply
will be submitted at the time the
amendments are presented to the
Town Planning Board.

The interesting point is that this
will provide for a way of life of
& semi-rural nature. The condi-
tions will be minimal and the
costs wlll be kept to a minimum.
The carriageways will be the
width desired by the local auth-
orities. Of course the waste dis-
posal and the water supply will
be the responsibjlity of the
owner.

The direct answer to the honour-
able member’s question is that be-
cause of the special zoning re-
quired and the conditions that
will be applied by the local auth-
orities when submiiting amend-
ments of thelr town planning
schemes to the Town Planning
Board any speculative content of
the announcement which con-
cerned the honourable member
will be taken care of.

DAYLIGHT SAVING BILL

Introduction and First Reading

ier who answered the first part Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Ste-
but did not answer the second and phens (Chief Secretary), and read a first

third parts which related to a time,
possible breach of privilege of the

House. ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FOURTH DAY
The SPEAKER: There is no point of Motion

order. Questions do not have to be

answered. Debate resumed, from the 1st August, on

Questions (without notice} Resumed

the following motion by Mrs Cralg—
That the following Address-in-Reply

to His Excellency's Speech be agreed

10, TOWN PLANNING
Small Rural Subdivigions

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Local
Government:

I apologise to the Minister for not
giving him any notice at all of
this question but I have just read
the stop press release which con-
cerns the Government’s intention
to provide for small rural hold-

May it please Your Excellency:
We the ILegislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

ings, probably in the foothills re- MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [(5.17T p.m.]1: Mr
gion, of about one hectare. I ask Speaker, in my address today I shall prob-
what action will the Government ably cause the eyebrows of some of the
take to see there is no profiteering older members to be raised becsuse I In-
in the development of these very tend to discuss matters which may be re-
small holdings? garded as the sacred cows of Parliament.
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However, I shall not do so with any ir-
reverence to you, Sir, or to this Parlia-
ment.

First of all I wonld like to extend to you
my congratulations on your attaining the
position of Speaker of this House of Par-
liament. I also congratulate the new mem-
bers. I hope the session ahead of us will
give all members of the House the reward
they seek as members of Parliament.

I am a person who always likes to de-
monstrate honesty and sincerity in the
things I do, and, as the representative
of the electors of Swan, I feel if I did
nat speak on this occasion about some
fssues on which I have fairly strong views
I would be the type of person I abhor. 1
do not wish to be a hypocrite in any way
and I do not want my performance in this
House to reflect such an attitude. For that
reason I think I should raise these issues
early so that I may get them out of my
system, so that I will not be accused at
a later date of not raising the issues when
I had an opportunity to do so, and so
that as the years roll by 1 will not be
complacent and accept these matters as
part and parcel of the rules of this House
of Parliament.

The issues I wish to ralse relate to the
Standing Orders of the Legislative As-
sembly. I refer in particular to chapter
8, Standing Order 684, which reads—

Every Member shall be uncovered
when in the House, and shall make
oheisance to the Chair in passing to
or from his seat.

In my ignorance, and with my rather
limited sense of humour, I envisaged all
sorts of things arising from a person being
uncovered in the House. However, I dis-
missed the possibility that we would see
some “streaking” in the House, and decided
I should seek advice as to what was meant
by the term *“covered”. I was surprised
to find that the dictionary definition of the
word “covered” is—

Having one’s hat on.
So “uncovered” means having one’s hat off.

Mr Hartrey: So one cannot talk through
it.

Mr SKIDMORE: I shall ignore the in-
terjections and contlnue. A person who
was uncovered would not have his hat on.
I do not speak without due regard for the
position you hold in this House of Parlia-
ment, Mr Speaker. I want to make it clear
that I speak very sincerely when I raise
this question in the House. If the Stand-
ing Order were carried out to the letter,
I would have no quarrel with it; but 1
do quarrel with a Standing Order which
adds nothing to the decorum and dignity
of this House,

We should do one of two things. We
should either accept the Standing Order
or alter it to show where we stand in the
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matter of the manner of our coming to
this House of Parliament with a degree of
decorum and dignity.

Continuing further with the Standing
Order, it also says that obelsance shall be
made to the Chair. In regard to this matter
I referred to An Encyclopaedia of Parlia-
ment, fourth revised edition, whiech says,
when dealing with the rules of debate in
the House of Commons—

A member is allowed to wear a hat
when seated but must always rise un-
covered.

It appears that in the House of
Commons it is acceptable to wear one's
hat but one must take it off when rising
to address the Chair. If that is all that is
considered necessary to show a degree of
reverence or deference to the Speaker or
to Parliament, a hat does not seem to have
much relevance.

The word “obeisance” is perhaps more in
keeping with what was considered to be
due reverence to the Chair and the
Speaker. The definintion of the word is—

A respectful salutation, a bow, or &
curtsey.

I do not intend to curtsey because I
would find it extremely difficult to do so,
and I do not imagine the member of the
opposite sex in this Chamber would like to
curtsey but would prefer to bow. When
bowing, a salutation must be mede, and
“salutation"” means—

In all public meetings or private
address “He had bowed his head and
taken off his hat in salutation.”

That plece of worldly knowledge was
uttered in 1851.

I consider that when coming into this
House of Parliament, in order to show
respect for you, Mr Speaker, and ourselves
we should obey the SBtanding Orders, but
the gymnastics of some members in doing
s0 are amazing and I have noticed that
quite frequently they distract the member
who is spegking. I therefore believe some-
thing should be done about the manner of
showlng dignity and decorum. Being a
new member, I do not know how we should
go about altering the Standing Order, but I
:.hink it needs to be expressed in simpler
erms.

The next matter I wish to raise is one in
which I find myself differing with many
people. It may be recalled that during my
swearing-in I took an affirmation, not an
oath. The newspaper report at that time
correctly stated my attitude in the matter,
I therefore find myself in difficulty, as a
member of Parliament, I do not wish to be
a hypocrite, but I do not helieve I need
anything of a religious nature to make me
a betier member of Parliament, a better
citizen, or a Christian, for that matter,

I find I must remain outside the House
during the pravers, I do not wish to upset
anybody who has religlous convictions, but
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I find it difficult to come into the House
during prayers because they do not mean
very much to me, quite frapkly, and I do
not wish to be a hypoerite. Again, I do not
critictse any member who has a different
attitude and wishes to express it by coming
into the House and listening to the
prayers. That is just what he should do if
it is in accordance with his beliefs or
religious creed, and I do not quarrel with
it but respect him for it. By the same
token the rules of this House of Parlia-
ment do not allow a person such as my-
self the right to take his place. I must
either be a hypocrite, or I must stand
aside, or do as some colleagues have ad-
vised me to do; that is, not listen to the
prayers hecause they do not mean any-
thing anyway.

I simply say I am not a hypocrite. I
raise this question because I believe it
prevents me from being truly representa-
tive in some Instances. Certalnly, I have
been a member of Parllament for only a
shoit time, but there are occaslons when
I find myself unable toc be present in the
Legislative Assembly as a representative of
the electors of Swan. Some people in my
electorate may not agree with my atti-
tude, but 1t Is a slncere attitude which I
have expressed to this House. I hope
members wiil now understand the man
Skidmore and realise he is a man who
belleves In saylng what he thinks he
should say in this House of Parliament. 1
have spoken with due deference to and
great admiration of this House and, par-
ticularly, the position which you hold, Mr
Speaker.

Since becoming a member of Parlia-
ment, most of my time has been taken
up with the question of housing. No doubt
other members deal with housing prob-
lems, but to me it was rather a revelation
and a very big disappolntment to find that
s0 much of my time was being taken up
in dealing with what I belleve are the
basie requirements of human beings—to
live in dignity and a reasonable degree of
comfort in & house which provides all the
necessitlies and fundamentals of a home.

I find that many of our people—and 1
refer particularly to those in the Swan
electorate—are experiencing extreme diffi-
culty in realising their ambitlon of achiev-
ing a reasonable standard of living. When
it comes to State Housing Commission
rental homes, we have both the old and
the new in my electorate, and quite
frankly, neither of them Insplres in me a
great deal of enthuslasm for the manner
in which the State Housing Commission
is administered.

Some time ago the Minister for Housing
made reference to the fact that it had
been necessary to dismiss some men who
had heen performing work under a sup-
plementary grant for the maintenance of
8tate Housing Commisslon houses. The
men were dismissed on the ground that
no funds were available and that, in
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order to keep that work golng, it was
necessary to put them off hecause subcon-
tractors would be better able to carry out
this maintenance work.

A tenant of a State Housing Commis-
slon house wrote to me on the 24th July,
1974, statlng that on four occasions—on
the 9th July, the 25th August, the 1st
November, and the 3rd December of last
year—he had complalned to the State
Housing Commission about failure to get
any action taken in regard to the painting
of his house. I quote what he went on to
say as follows—

After my letter to the S.H.C. on
3/12/73 1 got some actlon. Inspectors
by the score came out to look at the
peeling palnt. At last on the 16/4/74
a palnter came and again painted
over the top of peeling paint.

I felt that surely this would not be so
witen we have had the assurance of the
Minister that he puts coff good workers
and tradesmen only on the ground that
there 1s no work available for them. But
here we have a suggestlon from one of my
constituents who is renting a State Hous-
ing Commission home that he could not
get anything done to have hils house
painted. A remarkable set of ecircum-
stances Is involved In thls situation. We
find the problem is that the subcontractor
who originally contracted to do the work
went into llquidation; he held a meeting of
his creditors and placed his affalrs In the
hands of a recelver. Goodness only knows
why the commission was trying to get
that contractor again to do the work in a
satisfactory manner and one befitting the
trade in which he was employed. How-
ever, It was unable to do that so 1t sent
out another contractor to do the jcb.

Mr Speaker, belleve it or not, that sub-
contractor palnted over the original chip-
ped and peeling paint, walked away and
left 1t, and I have no doubt probably pick-
ed up his cheque for a job well done—in
his opinion, but certainly not in the opin-
jon of the tenant concerned. 8¢ here we
have a case of malntenance being neglect-
ed, and this Is evident in many Instances
where a little painting or maintenance
work would bring houses up to the stand-
ard we should expect them to be in to
enable people to live with a certaln com-
fort and dignity,

I also find myself at slxes and sevens
with the State Housing Commission when
it comes to trylng to assess the basls upon
which it determines certaln issues. I would
like to bring before the House the instance
of an old-age pensloner whose house abuts
a State Houslng Commission home. Fol-
lowing an Inspection made by an officer
of the commission on the 4th Sepiember,
the pensioner was told that it would be
necessary to renew the fence between
her praoperty and the Housing Commission
home, and that the cost would be $222.79.
She was advised that half of the cost
should be met by her.
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The woman concerned wrote to the com-
mission and agreed that she would meet
half the cost—that 1is, §111—and it was
also agreed she would meet her share over
a 12-month perlod by weekly or monthly
instalments out of her pension. So on the
2nd October one would have felt that the
saga of the dividing fence had reached
finality and that the matter would be
conciuded. One would have felt that the
old-age pensioner had reached a satis-
factory arrangement with the commission
and would be able to meet her responsibil-
ity; but, Mr Speaker, it 15 not that easy.
On the 6th December a letter was sent to
the pensioner advising her that there were
some problems. The letter stated—

The Commission's Supervisor has
advised me that the renewal of the
fence cannot be commenced because
of vines and shrubs growing in, around
and over the fence.

So the amount involved rose from $222
to $350, of which she was expected to pay
half. She sald that was all right with her
because someone had to do it, and she
agreed to meet her responsibility, again
on the basis of weekly or monthly pay-
ments she could afferd out of her pen-
slon. Then a second quote for the removal
of the vines was obtalned because the
commission felt the first tender was too
high. The long and short of the story is
that her share of the cost of removing the
vines and replacing the fence rose from
the original $111 to $253.

She made an approach to my predeces-
sor, Mr Brady, saying, “Surely to goodness
you will be able to help me and to find
oui how much longer I am going to he
subjected to ever-lncreasing charges for
the sake of a fence which I belleve does
not need to be replaced in any case.” Then
the real gem came to light in a letter ad-
dressed to Mr Brady on the 12th February
as follows—

I would like to Inform you that I
received a letter from the Housing
Commission today in which they said:

As g result of your representa-
tion on my behalf they advised me
that the commlission is prepared
to defer the renewal of fence and
removal of trees until such time
as there Is a compelling reason
for such work.

So, Mr Speaker, after a perlod of seven
months, after numerous Inspections, after
tenders had been called, and after the
pensioner had been put to so much in-
convenience, she was told that the fence
did not really need to be replaced. In the
first Instance the supervisor sald the fence
ought to be removed, and In the second
instance she was told, “Don’t worry about
it; we will do the work when there is a
pressing need for the fence to be renewed.”
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That brings me now to a fence in West
Road, Bassendean, behind four pensioner
flats. This fence came down in a heavy
wind storm some three months ago, and
it 15 in a very dangerous condition. Living
in a State Housing Commission home next
to the flats Is the mother of four small
children, and her husband is working up
north., She has endeavoured to have the
fence repaired, but has been unsuccessful.
80 we see that the commission can spend
seven months trying to remove a fence that
it was not necessary to remove, but it
cannot repair a fence that is in a dangerous
condition. Does the commission intend to
wait until the fence collapses on a child
and injures him? That is certainly hot
my concept of how to look after housing
for the working peaple.

Whilst dealing with West Road, Bassen-
dean, I might say that I am disappointed
and appalled that governments—of which-
ever colour they may be—have failed to re-
cognise that our elderly people are at least
entitled to a little respect and to enjoy
some benefits from thelr life’s contribu-
tion to the welfare and well-being of this
nation.

I find that they are expected to live in
conditions which, to say the least, are
appalling. I am referring to the block of
pensioner flats at 119 West Road, Bas-
sendean. These flats have heen untouched
inside for eight years, except in the case
of one bathroom where a small amount of
repainting was carried out hecause the
paint was peeling off. The flats have
cracks and crevices in the walls into which
cne could put one’s hand. Despite many
requests for attention nothing has been
done. But let us walk outside these flats
and see what we find. Let us see what in-
dignities our aged people must suffer as a
result of their contribution to our well-
being as a nation.

We find an outside washhouse measur-
ing eight feet by eight feet, constructed
of hrick, and with a concrete floor which
at least is impervious to moisture, but it
certainly does not do anything for the
dryness of the feet of the pensioners who
use it. When heavy rains fall—and re-
member that my electorate is experienc-
ing flooding at the moment—the pensioners
must wade 50 or 60 feet through three or
four inches of water to get to a washhouse
which is really well equipped! This well-
equipped washhouse has a pair of old ce-
ment troughs and a wood copper; and it
floats on water when it rains.

I have asked not once but on several
occasions for the Housing Commission of-
ficers to go out and have a look at the
rcondition of these flats. 1 say again:
Please come out and look at it because
one of the pensioners recently had to
undergo an operation for the removal of
the larynx as a result of throat cancer.
He suffers distress from asthmatic and
bronchial problems which, In turn, aggra-
vate his speech—and those who are better
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informed medically than I am will realise
that when the larynx has heen removed a
person must speak from his stomach, If
is most distressing for this man even to
talk at present, and he asked me to in-
tercede on his behalf to see If he can be
shifted to another flat.

I made an approach to the State Hous-
ing Commission by way of letter, and 1
received a reply which said that this
gentleman had been placed on a needs
basis. I thought that was fair enough and
that possibly some officers had gone out
ta see him; but nobody went near him
or bothered to go out and inspect the
conditions under which he lives—or suf-
fers, as distinet from living, He is still in
the same position today ns he was then
when I first Interceded on his behalf. So
it is very difficult to reconcile some of
the activities of the State Houslng Com-
mission in this regard.

I become really amazed when I see
what is taking place. For instance, some
members may recall reading in the week-
end newspapers an article in connection
with Scanlon Way, Lockridge. The article
related the difficulties faced by people in
that area. After this matter was brought
t0 my notice by publication in the week-
end newspapers in the first place, I went
to the area to have & look at it. I was
ashamed to think that people should he
allowed to live under such conditions. I
approached the tenants and asked whether
they had done anything about the condi-
tions, and I was told that they had not
stopped trying for the past three years.
In this street there is a group of five or
six town houses, with two large drains to
take water off the roof. Mr Speaker, if you
have a house you will know that it is
normal to drain the water away. But not
in Lockridge; all that is necessary there
is to get the water off the roof and onto
the ground, and then let someone else
worry about where it goes,

I checked with the commission, and it
said that the problem was caused be-
csuse the shire’s drains were blocked. The
commission put the blame onto the shire.
I contacted the shire, and its workers
came out and readily admitted that the
drains were partially blocked. They
cleared the drains and I said to myself,
“That is beaut; next time it rains I wiil
go back there and have a look at it and I
will find that all is well.”

But, Mr Speaker, you should never fool
vourseif; and, as a member of Parliament,
neither should I; we should not fool our-
selves that these problems can be over-
come so easily. When I went to the area
again I found three or four inches of
water still on the ground. I again ap-
proached the State Housing Commission
and requested it to do something. Sure,
it did something! It sent out numerous
people and had a lecad of sand dumped
there; and it said, “That has fixed that;
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the sand will be spread out and all will be
well.” All was well all right! The com-
mission did not worry about draining the
water away from the ground; it bullt up
the ground and laid slabs so that the
tenant at 26 Scanlon Way could get his
car off the street, The sum total of this
work was that the next time it rained he
was battling to keen the water out of his
house, let alone out ol nis garden.

Surely to goodness the State Housing
Commission would not require a great de-
gree of engineering skill or a great know-
ledge of the mechanics of drainage in order
to overcome such a simple problem. I sug-
gest with due respect to the officers of the
State Housing Commission that they have
a look at this area; that they leave their
warm offices during a rain storm and see
how the other half exists in the suburb
of Lockridge. I would be quite prepared
at any time to make arrangements for
them to do this, and I would be prepared
to pick them up and to walk with them—
even to hold an umbrella for them so that
they would not get wet. However, 1 sug-
gest that they wear wading boots, for they
will need them.

I would like to mention another question
of some concern to me. Many members
may recall that the matter of the disposal
of effluent from septic tanks in the Koon-
gamia area has been a problem for quite
some time. It has caused problems to
Governments—both Liberal and Labor—
since Koongamia has been in existence.
I am aware that at present extensive
sewerage works are being undertaken in
an effort to try to overcome the difficulty.

It was brought to my notice by a tenant
in Clianthus Way that a problem existed
in respect of raw sewape emanating from
his front lawn since the sewerage people
had put in a sewer. As a result of bad
weather they were unable to finish the
job, and so they back-fllled; and now this
effluent was coming out of his lawn., I
thought that was rather grim, so I had
a look at the position and I found it was
only part of the problem, The homes in
question are rented to the RAAF. I do
not know who is responsible for them, but
I understand it is the Housing Commis-
sion. I found raw effluent was oozing out
of the ground on the block adjacent to
the home of the person concerned. It was
runhing across his back lawn and sac-
cumulating in a valley in his patlo to a
depth of three or four inches, Tt stunk!
It smelled to high heaven, and it had been
there for the whole of the winter.

When I sald, “Goodness gracious, have
you asked for something to be done?” 1
was told that he had but that nothing
could be done. Immediately I made ar-
rahgements with the State Housing Com-
mission for a senior officer from the ar-
chitectural dlvision to come with me to
have a look at the problem; and I quote
his words "I have never been so appalled
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to see such action that has not been taken
to rectify this particular problem.” That
ts just about what he said.

We went around to see if we could do
something. I sald, “Can we do something
about the area in which this raw effluent
is aceumulating at the back doors of the
houses?” He sald, “Mr Skidmore, what
will T do? If I empty it it will run across
the carpori and Into the drains and eveni-
ually cause pollution of the Swan River,”
I replied, “That may be better than caus-
iIng the houses to be polluted.” When we
went on a further Inspection what did
we find? Somewhere along the line a deal
had been done by some people whom I
do not know, but perhaps by people who
may have thought they were conserva-
tion-minded, to get rid of everything from
the leach dralns in these particular homes
by draining them and so do away with
the bacterial action that takes place in
a leach drain. They did this to ensure that
any injurious effluent coming from the
leach drain would be directed into the
gully for the storm water, and they did
this not in one house, but in five of them.
Any member can go there today and see
everything going into the storm water
drain eventually to be flushed into the
Swan River in the hope, perhaps, that the
river, being in flood will help the effluent
to disappear, or it will hecome someone
else's problem, Maybe it will be diluted
and will not worry us any more. That
seems to be the opinion of those who
entered into that deal.

However the situation worries me and
it worries the -people 1 represent in that
they have to live under conditlons such as
these. Believe me, it is no pleasure to me
to harass the Housing Commission officials
all the time to get something done.

I would now llke to refer to the degree
of discomfort suflfered by a tenant who
has occupled a house in Midland over a
period of some 18 months. For 12 months
he had been troubled with hils sewer
continually blocking up, and continually
plumbers went there—no doubt they were
subcontractors—and cleaned out the pipes
and the sewer. For s while everything
warked quite well and there was no prob-
lem, until three months later when the
same thing happened again,

I inspected this sewer, and eventually
a hole was dug alongslde the plpe and,
abviously, there was a break in it. No doubt
the pipe could easily have been replaced
by the Housilng Commission, but this was
not done. The last tlme the tenant com-
plained the pipe was just cleaned out again,
but this was not done on his reqguest. I
made an approach to the parllamentary
lalson officer of the State Housing Com-
misslon (Mr Harvey) to have something
done for this person. In 12 months three
leaks had appeared in his house which he
had asked to be rectified. One leak In the
lounge room, was so bad it had worn a
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hole in the plaster ceiling, and the tenant
had placed a bucket on the floor to catch
the water which he had to empty outside
from time to time. Another leak occurred
over his stove, and another appeared in
the laundry over the washing machine,
but the repairs that were effected appear
to have been useless, Some months hefore
he had pointed out to the inspector that
his daughter's bedroom was in a danger-
ous condition. One could see that the ceil-
ing was badly affected, and the inspector
said to the tenant, “No problems; we will
fix it. All will be well.” However nothing
was done in regard to that problem.

When one looks at the palnting that was
done in the main bedroom by one of the
subcontractors not more than a month
ago one will find the palnt peeling off. The
job reminded me of my amateurish efforls
when painting. I put the paint on and
hope that it will stick there for 12 months
when I can buy another lot of cheap palnt
and do the job again, This ls the type of
job these tenants are getting from the
subcontractors concerned. In this inst-
ance it was obviously a shoddy paint-
ing joh, and I pointed this out to the State
Housing Commission. I did not get any
results, so I wrote another letter in which
I suggesied a proposition to the General
Manager of the State Housing Commis-
sion. I quote from this letter—

I would imagine if the Manager of
the Housing Commission had to have
a bucket in his office to eatch water
leaking through the roof, it would he
repalred smartly.

Within two days all the problems of this
tenant were overcome. People were sent
out to replace the roof, and the contrac-
tor sald. “I do not know how it stood up;
there would not be more than half a
dozen tacks holding the ceiling up.” The
roof of this house has been fixed, the
sewer has been fixed, and everything
appears to bhe ckay for this particular ten-
ant, except that nothing was done in regard
to the painting outside the house.

I have no desire continually fo harass
the Housing Commission, but surely there
must be & change in its attitude. Surely
there must be a reallsation that we must
expect better than this for our people and,
as far as I am concerned, as the member
for Swan, I certainly want a little better
for the people in the Swan electorate.
Other members can look after their own
electorates, and I awalt to see some eon-
sclences of the officers of the State Hous-
ing Commission helng pricked, if they be
at fault, so that an endeavour will be made
to do semething about the terrible condt-
tions under which the people in my elec-
torate are expected to exist. I do not wish
to belabour the questlon any longer, but
in the issue of the Swan FEzpress of
Friday, June, 1974, the followlng headline
appears—

SHC Flats Neglected
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I ask members to read the article, because
it is truthful. If the Minister for Housing
does not think so I will take him to those
flats and, in going through this Press re-
port paragraph by paragraph, point out
to him the faults that have been men-
tioned. They do exist. They are not a
flement of journalistle imagination. The
truth Is that people have been asked to
suffer indignities In regard to housing and
it is time this was stopped.

I am not quite finished with the question
of the housing scandal or the saga of lack
of maintenance, or whatever it may be
called. I can say that at last I have
received an acknowledgment from Mr
McKenna today regarding some points I
raised some time ago, and it was the first
acknowledgment I have had. What is the
reply? What does it give me in the way
of something concrete heing done; some-
thing which I can expect? It does not
glve me anything, Instead, it 1s full of
generalities.

All the letter says 1s: We may do this
if we get some money. We may update
some of our programmes, The letter is
full of these sorts of platitudes and the
good things that may happen, s0 I may be
excused if T ask: What is the intentlon of
the Housing Commission regarding the
guestion of housing and the problems that
have been besetting the tenants for years?

There was another chap who was allot-
ted & house and who made a complalnt to
me, and I went down to have a look at his
home. One of the gutters was leaking.
The plumbers had visited the house and
had blocked off one end of the gufter, put
a spout at the cther end and as a result
all of the water was running down at the
back door. Maybe if I approached the
Housing Commission about the matter it
could be sald there would he no problem
and it would send someone out with a load
of sand and do a job stmilar to that which
it had done at Lockridge. Speaking of
Lockridge, I find myself unable to under-
stand the attltude that has heen adopted
by officers of the Housing Commission.
They seem to think that housing merely
entalls the erection of four walls, a celling
and a floor; that this is sufficient to keep
people adequately housed. That is not my
attitude and I believe 1t 1s not the attitude
of most of the members of this House.

All in all, I find that the bullding of
the flats at Lockridge, In which many of
my constituents have to live and who have
to suffer the Indignities imposed upon
them by the very nature of the construc-
tion of the flats, is the cause of the break-
up of many homes because of the dis-
agreements which occur between man and
wife. As a result I have taken on the role,
in many Instances, of & marriage counsel-
lor in trying to do my best to overcome
the problem of a home being breken up
as a result of the contlnual Interference
of nelghbours, and the continual sniping
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of children in this sftuation. At Lockridge
there is no organisation to provide any
sort of facility or any area where children
can play and enjoy themselves under strict
superviston.

The situation is so bad at Lockridge
that if a housewife hangs out her washing
she has to stay home from work to watch
it otherwise it will disappear. It would
have been far better if these flats had hever
beenn constructed. They are merely a
stop gap. That is the best thing I can say
about them. If one were to look at the
construction of these flats one would
realise that they only encourage the type
of activity that prevails there—Peeping
Toms who look through the windows at
women living there; the type of people
who seem to think that every unmarried
mother or deserted wife is prey to them.
That is not a fiement of imagination. Re-
ports have been made to the police and
it is in regard to these sorts of cases that
we have tried to seek police protection.
At least we have been successful in having
another policeman appointed to the Lock-
ridge Police Station. The flats are built
in such a way that they lend themselves
to the activities of these particular people.
When one goes onto the first floor of the
building there is a ring of halconies and
all that one has to do is to go from ane
flat to another and to knock on the door.
If someone answers all one has to say is:
“I am looking for flat 35,” and so one
can gradually work one's way around all
the 40 flats and any 10 of the tenants who
may be women could be attacked by any
Peeping Tom ar pervert.

How easy it would have been to avoid
such a situation with a little clear think-
ing and common sense being applied to
the construction of these flats. On my
recent trip overseas I was able to observe,
in four countries—

The SPEAKER: The member has five
minutes.

Mr SKIDMORE: In the limited time
available to me I would peint out that
the flats I inspected were constructed so
that the tenants of blocks of six flats had
access up one staircase. This meant that
each flat had its own private entrance.
Therefore no person would have any reason
to go around all the flats in that particu-
1ar block to find the person for whom he
was looking. One could easily be chal-
lenged on the question of being on the
premises, because there was a choice of
inquiring at only six flats and not 40.
Therefore if such a policy were followed
with the construction of flats in our State
it may not be the total solution but it
would certainly be a help in regard to
solving & sttuation with which the peonle
at Lockridge are faced.

Quite frankly, I do believe—and per-
haps it may be an exaggeration—that if
I were to cut my toenails in the hathroom
of one of those flats the people in the
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living room of the next-door flat could
hear me. The conditions are shocking.
One cannot have a decent argument with
one's wife unless one's neighbour gets to
hear about it. What happens is that the
neighbour takes one over to the pub and
a3 & result one gets into more trouble than
when one started! Seriously, the guestion
of housing surely must concern all Gov-
ernments. Surely there must be a realisa-
tion, both by the Federal and State Gov-
ernments, that something more must he
done for our people than has been done
up to date.

If there is hlame to be laid on anybody
I do not lay it at anybody's door in par-
ticular. I have certainly criticised the
State Housing Comrmission because I con-
scientiously believe I should and because
I am not satisfled that it is administering
to the best of its ability what accommoda-
tion it does have. If the commission car-
ried out some maintenance on houses oc-
cupied by tenants we would not be in the
position we are in today.

In conclusion I might say that when I
first came into this House I was greeted
with terms such as, ‘“Jack, you are coming
into this House as a member of Parlia-
ment and you should not interject or heckle
until you have made your maiden speech.”
Mr Speaker, I resume my seat as a pro-
fessional heckler.

MR WATT (Albany) [6.00 p.m.1: I would
like to begin my remarks by extending
congratulations to you Mr Speaker, upon
your election to the high position you hold
in this House. It is, of course, a high
honour and one which you have well de-
served. 1 am quite sure you will fill the
position with both dignity and impartiality.
I would like alse to congratulate those
members who, like myself, are new to
this House. I hove they will retain the
altruistic motives which prompted them
to stand for Parliament. Of course, the
same must be said of the old members who
were re-elected.

1 feel I should comment on my election
to this House because it is the first time
ever that the seat of Albany has been
held by the Liberal Party. I realise that
the electors of Albany have placed their
faith in me, and I will endeavour to honour
my commitment to them during my time
in Parliament.

As the representative of a country elec-
torate 1 believe I would be failing in my
duty if I did not use this opportunity
to hring to the attention of Parliament,
however briefly, some of the difficulties
which are faced by people living in the
country regions of Western Australia—
more especially by those who live in
Albany.

It is my opinion that there is an at-
fempt to drive a wedge between clty and
country dwellers. The wedge is being driven
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by many different influences, the greatest
of these being the Commonwesalth Govern-
ment.

Since taking office the Commonwealth
Government has introduced a series of
measures which one can only assume are
intended to discourage people from living
in the country while, at the same time, it
has been wooing the city electorates where
the bulk of the electoral strength lies. For
example, Western Australia is represented
by 10 Federal seats whereas the metro-
politan regions of Sydney and its suburbs
are represented by almost three times as
many members, totalling 27. I am not one
of those who believe that the country is
the backbone of Australia, nor do I believe
that the reverse applies. It is my opinion
that we are each dependent on the other,
and only by co-operation and a little self-
sacrifice can we prosper.

The disadvantages of country life are
many. The recently announced removal of
the petrol subsidy, which was a viclous
blow; the withdrawal of the superphos-
phate bounty; and the withdrawal of many
tax concessions have all had a seriously
detrimental effect on country people. I
am told by my wife that every item on
the family food bill averages 2¢ more than
the price charged in clty shops because
of the exorbitant freight charges which are
applied to commodities of almost every
description.

The cost of building an average family
home is thousands of dollars higher in the
country than it is in the city. Timber
prices are higher even though in many
cases the timber comes from local miils.
In Albany, the price of a yard of con-
crete is approximately double the Perth
price despite the fact that the blue metal
is quarried locally.

Most country areas suffer from g severe
lack of specialist medical facilities, yet no
concessions or facilities are available to
mothers who find it necessary to bring
children to Perth for treatment. Those
pecple living in the country must bear the
considerable additional expense of travel
and accommodation, which must be added
to the cost of treatment. Of course, the
same applies if country people wish to
take advantage of any of the arts, culture,
entertainment, or sporting events which
city people take for granted.

Perhaps the most difficult problem for
country people to solve is that of at-
tracting industry to their regions. When
looked at from a common-sense point of
view, it should readily be seen that the
dangers of too great a concentration of
urbanisation and industry in any one area
could be serious. The old saying of, “Not
keeping all your eggs in one basket” was
never more true.

In his speech last week the member for
Morley referred to the fact that Austra-
lia is the most urbanised country in the
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world and he advocated limiting the
growth of the cities, Of course, he is
quite right. When industry and popula-
tion are concentrated in one area they
become terribly vulnerable to & number of
possible consequences, I refer to the pos-
sible consequences of natural disasters
which are quite alarming such as fire,
earthquake, and any other similar un-
foreseen occurrences in areas of great
concentration,

In the event of hostilitles a foreign
aggressol would certainly be attracted by
a massive build-up of industry and popu-
iation, despite the suggestion by the Fed-
eral Government that we need not worry
about any such event for the next 15
yvears. There is also the possible conse-
guence of drought, resulting in a short-
age of water. This applies equally to the
provision of most essential services, in-
ciluding power, transport, and communica-
tions.

It is essential that positive steps be
taken to provide the major reglonal
centres with adequate facilities so that
they can compete with the cities on an
equal basls, to attract both industry and
people,

The highest pricerity for the Albany re-
gion is an adequate water supply, and I
hope this Government will proceed with
a minimum of delay with detailed plan-
ning and survey work for a scheme of
this nature.

The incentives offered to industries
which are prepared to decentralise in the
Eastern States appear to be most effective.
I refer in particular to pay-roll tax relief
and the opportunity for local authorities
to offer incentives and assistance. I he-
lieve we must look at similar schemes in
Western Australia as soon as possible, de-
spite the very difficult economic climate,
Any industrial success in the Albany re-
gion, of necessity, would need to be based
on those industries which already exist and
are natural to the region. I will mention
two industries, the first of which is wool,
which 1Is grown in prolific quantities in the
region, and secondly, the Port of Albany.
It is ludicrous that of approximately
350000 bales of wool produced in the
Albany region, in the last wool selling
season, only 110000 bales were sold
through Albany Woolstores Pty. Ltd, That
represents less than one-third of the pro-
duction. Of that 110 000 bales, only 36 500
were shipped through the Port of Albany,
representing just over 10 per cent of the
wool produced in the region. We must seek
to encourage, by Iincentives or other
means, a higher proportion of this busi-
ness through the port.

One area where, perhaps, more effort
could be made is that covered by the pri-
vate buyers. A great deal of the wool Is
heing sold privately and litile, or none, of
it 1s being shipped through the Port of
Albany,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Another natural industry which Albany
has is tourism. The Albany Town Council
has recently taken g bold and unique step
in appointing Dr Alfred Kaufmann fo the
position of full-time promotion officer. 1
understand this is the first time an
appointment of this nature has heen made
in Western Australia, Dr Kaufmann comes
to Albany with a record of highly success-
ful prometional activities, and his ap-
pointment is an indication of the desire,
at the local level, to develop the Albany
region—and I emphasise “the Albany re-
gion”.

I wish now to refer to the matter of
finance for local authorities and, In par-
licular, the income they might expect to
receive by way of road funds from the
Commonwealth Government. It is quite un-
realistic that shire counciis are being kept
in the dark concerning the road funds
to be allocated to them. Until that in-
formation is known they are unable to
strike a new budget.

Last year the Albany Town Council had
a works programme of $260 000 of which
half could be spent according to its own
priorities while the other half had to be
spent on works approved by the Main
Roads Department. Albany expects to re-
ceive the same sum of money this year.
However, with increased wages, plant
costs, and other known increases, the
vaine of that $260 000 will be effectively
reduced by 40 per cent, If that is to be the
case this year, how much worse will it be
next yvear, and the year after, when the
shires will be offered less money? In addi-
fion, the whole of the works programme
this year must be approved not only by
the State Minister for Transport, but also
by the Federal Minister for Transport.

Now I ask: What would the Federal
Minijster for Transport know about local
conditions? The Governor, in his Speech
to Parliament, said—

The road funds offered by the Com-
monwealth Government are grossly
inadequate . . .

That must be the understatement of the
year. I find it quite bevond my compre-
hension that the amounts offered can
actually decrease in the present highly
inflationary times. I understand that the
amount offered by the Commonwealth for
country roads, for this year, is $7.7 miilion,
and for the four years to follow the figures
are $7.3 million, $6.6 million, $6.6 milllon,
and $6.8 million. On the other handg,
during the flnancial year 1972-73 the
Commonwealth Government received
revenue amounting to %7737 million.
During 1973-%4 it received $10 739 million,
an increase of about 39 per cent.

It is my contention that because local
authorities are to administer these funds
for their road works programmes, and
must therefore bear the effects of this
rampant inflation, they ought to be en-
titled to an increase proportionate to that



[Tuesday, 6 August, 19741

received by the Commonwealth. In other
words, an increase of over $3 million each
year is required just to keep pace, and the
shire couneils are actually being offered
less. The result is that shires are then
forced to increase rates by over 50 per cent
in many cases, which is highly inflationary.
They are also being forced to retrench
staff, many of whom will no doubt join
the drift to the cities.

I am not a secessionist but it is little
wonder that people think in that direction
when we receive such little co-operation
from our Federal Government.

The Premier mentioned that a top-level
inquiry is to be held into all forms of rates
and taxes. Some charges have been
equalised, such as electricity which was an
excellent move. However, there are vast
differences in the rates paid for water,
and when the inquiry is conducted I am
sure this aspeet will be covered.

Bearing in mind my earlier comment
that I see city and country as interdepend-
ent, each upen the ather, I cannot see why
an average rate for water charges cannot
be implemented over the whole of the
State. It is no wonder that country people
sometimes feel they are second-class
citizens. I acknowledge the high cost of
providing water services in country regions,
but I do not accept the argument that any
one section of the community should be
asked to bear a higher cost than another
section. The same argument applies with
regard to telephone charges in rural areas
but, of course, that is a Federal matter.

Before concluding, Mr Speaker, I would
like to refer to one other matter. In recent
weeks and, indeed, for many years, there
has been public criticism of the Police
Force. Perhaps it may be more accurate
to say that there has heen eriticism of
some sections of the Police Force.

I would not be so naive as to suggest
that ail members of our Police Force are
paragons of virtue, nor wouwld I suggest
that there are not areas in which some
improvements could be of benefit. However,
I would say that on the whole we have a
very efficient and dedicated team of men
who are charged with the responsibility of
maintaining law and order in the commun-
ity, and I believe they do it well. There
are & few scoundrels in every profession,
and those few who are in the Police Force
do géemselves and their fellow officers no
credit,

Police officers are called on to do a wide
variety of jobs which are far less obvious
than such things as attending protest
rallies and manning traffic patrols. For
example, it frequently falls on the
shoulders of a policeman to inform the
relatives of a deceased person of that fact;
& job which requires tact, compassion, and
a great deal of sensitivity.

Policemen are called on to do many
other }obs, sometimes in appalling weather
conditions. They are frequently called on
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to search for a child or an elderly person
who is missing or, in the area which I
represent, search for persons who are
lost on the rugged coastline. I am satisfied
that the public at large do appreciate
the work done by what I believe is a very
fine Police Force. As is the case in 50 many
other avenues, it is the noisy minority
which attempts to discredit the Police
Foree and undermine the public confidence
in this most essential service,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

DR DADOUR (Subiaco) (730 p.m.]1: Mr
Speaker, I would lke to congratulate you
on your appointment to the position of
Speaker; I am sure you will do a wonder-
ful job. I sincerely hope that the Sergeant-
at-Arms will not be given any jobs by you
as far as I am concerned.

I wish to speak on a few subjects, and
particularly about one matter I mentioned
last year—the Medical School crisis. I
moved a motion last year In regard to the
number of medical students who had passed
thelr first vear examinations and who wer¢
unable to contlnue into second year be-
cause of the rigld quota imposed on the
Medical School by the other faculties of
the university. We realised this was be-
cause of the shortage of money and that
each faculty must have 1ts share of the
avallable funds.

At the end of 1972, 51 students had pas-
sed four units in the first year of medicine
but they were not allowed to contlnue into
second year. It was estimated that by
the end of 1973 about 60 students would
have passed first year but would not be
permitted to continue Into second year,
In the motion I moved in this House I
sald that the Government of the day had
falled to take any steps to deal with this
problem, and that it had falled to negoti-
ate at all with any of the administration
of the Medical School. You will remember,
Mr Speaker, that eventually the solution
to the problem was so slmple that it is
very difficult to know why ne-one had
thought of it earlier. Negotiatlons with the
heads of the different departments within
the medical faculty encouraged these
people to take extra students after the
first year.

At the moment our unlversity is turn-
ing out 60 doctors a year, In two years’
time about 90 doctors will be qualifying
each year. Members will know that we
Import 25 forelgn doctors Into Western
Australia each year, and yet we had this
Iniquitous sltuation where plenty of young
people who wished to study medicine and
who had successfully compileted the first
year were dended the right to continue.

I felt so strongly about this matter last
vear that I spoke to my leader about 1%
and he encouraged me to move my moation.
I am not at all sorry that I took this
action because we showed the Govern-
ment of the day, now the Opposition, why
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it should be the Opposltion and we should
be the Government, The Governmeni of
the day approached the Prime Minister
but the problem was only partly remedied
by the money supplied from the Federal
Government. I felt, and my leader felt,
that the money could be made avallable
by the State on a short-term basls to
permit fhe students to continue through
Medical School and at the same time to
negotiate with the Australian Universities
Commisslon to take the financlal respons-
ibility for the extra students for the next
triennium. We have been able to achleve
this.

Mr J, T, Tonkin: What have you achie-
ved?

Dr DADOUR.: I will tell the Leader of
the Opposition shortly; we have achieved
quite a lot.

Mr J, T. Tonkin: Yes, but what?

Dr DADOUR: Let me tell my story in
the way I wish to tell it, The Govern-
ment of the day, the present Opposition—
I lke sayilng that, it sounds very nice—
approached Mr Whitlamm and after some
time, 10 exira students were permitted to
continue for 1973, and 10 extra for this
year. The quota for second year is 90
students at the moment, so this meant
100 students were to go Into second year.
However, this was to be the end of it—
20 more students would be given the priv-
ilege to go on to study medicine, but after
that no more.

We have been the Government for a
very short time, and yet we have achleved
guite 8 deal. The number of students
studying second-vear medicine will be in-
creased, and bridglng finance has been
arranged to construct more laboratorles
for the physiology department.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: How many more?

Dr DADOUR: These laboratories will be
necessary for the extra students coming
Into the clinical years.

In the next few years we will have to
find more teaching beds, and it Is very
fortunate that we have been offered the
St. John of God Haospital, Subiaco, as a
teaching hospital. The nuns have offered
the hospital in this way, and I am sure
that we, as a Government, will accept the
offer. We will have an additional 400
beds—already existing beds.

In the few months we have been the
Government, we have shown what we can
do when we really try.

Mr J. T, Tonkin: Tell us what you have
done. How many more students will be
taken?

Dr DADOUR: It is my prediction that
beginning in 1975, 120 students will be
admitted Into second year; that is, another
20 students more than the number ac-
cepted into second year in 1974. Members
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will see that this is the original 90 students,
plus the extra 10 places negotiated by the
previous Government, plus another 20
negotiated by our Government. That is
no mean feat. We must remember that
we need these doctors—we are extremely
short of doctors in Western Australia.

It must be borne in mind that whilst
our quota was limited to 90 second-year
students, we imported 25 foreign doctors
each year. And yet successful first-year
students were denied their right to study
medicine. In some cases students were
permitted to repeat the year they had
passed in an endeavour to obtaln higher
marks in the next 12 months. However,
they were then penalised in two ways.
Firstly, they lost their Commonwealth
scholarships for that year, although they
had passed their examinations; and
secondly, they were further embarrassed
because they had to obtain 8 per cent
higher marks than the people doing first
year for the first time.

I sincerely hope that the extra places
in second year will go to these disadvan-
taged students who were denied the right
to continue even though they had passed
their examinations. I would not like to
see people with a tertiary degree—PhD,
DSc, MSc—in another faculty belng given
precedence over young people who have
just left school. Some of the students
who have not heen able to continue have
gone Into law, dentistry, or some other
field, and we have probably lost some very
fine doctors In this way.

I remember the Minister for Health in
the previous Government saylng quite
clearly that many of the youngsters who
had passed four units in the first year
and who were not permitied to continue
into second year were ‘dicey” students.
I cannot get over such a statement because
students who passed the first-year exami-
nations have shown that they are of the
right material to continue on ito become
doctors. Students who are getting the very
high marks at the examinations probably
will not become general practitioners. The
student who has to work extremely hard
to pass the medical course usually will be-
come the good solid general practitioner.
He is not afraid of hard work because he
had to work mighty hard to get through
the course.

If the decision were In my hands, I
would suggest a few “bumper” years. It
would be wonderful to accept 200 students
for a few years to take up the backlog of
students who were denied thelr right to
continue. Against thelr better judgment,
some of these youngsters entered other
faculties at the university. If these stud-
ents still wished to do medicine, I would
ke to see them given their chance. Per-
haps something along these lines would be
possible with further negotiation, but we
know there is s lmit to the amount of
money that can be supplied.
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With the increased number of students
we will need more teaching hospital beds.
Members must realise that running a hos-
pital bed is very costly—approximately
$30000 a year for each hed in Western
Australia. It costs $80 per day fer a
teaching hospital bed, so members will
see that my figure of $30 000 per annum
is justified. We now have this 400-bed
hospital offered to us as a teaching hospital
at a cost of approximately $120 000—about
the cost of four teaching beds in a Gov-
ernment teaching hospital. We certainiy
cannot complain about this offer. Of
course, & few provisos have been added.
The first is that the heds will remain
under the jurisdiction of the nuns. This
is a good thing because in this way St.
John of God will never hecome a financial
embarrassment to us as the other teaching
hospitals have done. Here we have been
offered 400 extra beds at almost no extra
cost,

Yet we find that there has been wrangl-
ing about this. There are actually people
in the medical and paramedical professions
and the administrative areas who have
decided they do not want such a scheme.
I ask myself, “Why should they not want
this?" Surely, from the point of view of
economies and of fate dealing us a kind
blow by providing this money at the
moment we need teaching hospital beds
more than ever, we should want this
scheme to be put into effect.

Why is there some wrangling going on?
The answer is quite obvious to me. These
people have an ulterior motive. In May,
the medical faculty agreed unanimously
to accept St. John of God Hospital at
Subiaco as a teaching hospital, St. John
of God Hospital at Belmont has also been
offered, but we are looking now only at
the hospital in Subiaco, This recommenda-
tion was then given to the vice-chancellor
who, Instead of taking it straight to the
University Senate for consideration, took
it to the Teaching Hospitals Advisory Coun-
cil.

Are members aware that body was
established two years ago and has been
wallowing around in inertia ever since,
meeting only once every three months?
I can refer to it only as an abortion of a
council, in so far as it is a comnlete
failure. The proposal to establish it is
not even worth the paper it is written on.
Whoever contrived this council leaves me
for dead, I just do not know how we ever
accepted it or how it got through this
place. ‘This council has been wallowing
in Inertin.

Unfortunately the vice-chancellor passed
the recommendation to use St. John's,
Subirco, as a teaching hospital to the
couneil for its comments. Members should
recall that two members from each of the
teaching hospitals are on the advisory
council and hence we find ourselves dealing
with the same old people as they are on the
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Teaching Hospitals Advisory Council. It
is obvious that a power struggle exists be-
tween the Royal Perth Hospital and the
Perth Medical Centre. They are vying
very hard with each other at the moment
to see which can be the most incompetent
—and I do not mean “maybe”.

Delaying tactlcs appear to have been
adopted by the advisory c¢ounell. The
recommendation was referred to a sub-
committee which was to ascertain whether
St. John of God could become a teaching
hospital. I have an ldea that the pre-
liminary report will be presented to the
advisory council this Thursday and will
refer not only to the question of St. John
of God but also to the 10-year programme
to which the Dean of the Faculty of
Medicine (Professor Lennon) referred in
his report relating to teaching hospltal
bed requirements in the metropolitan area
for the next 10 years.

I can visuallse what type of report
would be presented. It wil be, without
a doubt, like this, "St. John of God Subi-
aco does not have any facllitles for stud-
ents. It has no change rooms for students.”
What type of units will be required? Will
there he midwifery units? Will it be
feasible to have a surglcal unit? A com-
mon room, and this and that for the
students will have to be found. This will
be the tenor of the report.

But I ask myself the same old question:
What happened with St. Vineent’s Hospital
in Sydney and St. Vincent’s Hospital in
Melbourne when they became tfeaching
hospitals? There was none of this fuss;
they hoth bhecame extremely well-run
teaching hospitals as without a doubt St.
John’s will become. St. John of God,
Subiaco, turns out some of the hest train-
ed nurses in the State and it will do the
same with doctors. For a number of years,
St. John's has been training three or four
doctors each year in the midwifery unit,
and these doctors have come out and made
excellent general practitioners. So, that
hospital has already had some teaching
experience locally. There will be no extra
charge on the community by making St.
John’s a teaching hospltal. I can see
that In years to come a medical faculty
block will need to he incorporated into St.
John of God. However, this is some-
thing for the future. Surely such & pre-
posal could go before the Universities
Commission In years to come and the
money could be allecated In that way.

Under present clrcumstances, 8t. John's
can take the students in 1975, provided we
approve this proposal. It should be borne
in mind that the recommendation has
been approved by the Senate of the Uni-
versity and by the faculty of medicine,
and it has only to be approved by the
Teaching Hospitals Advisory Councll, the
subcommittee of which will be reporting
shortly. However, I pray that common
sense will prevail and that the councll
will not delay any longer, for tf 1t does it
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will jeopardise the whole progress this
Government has made. The Government
has made good progress. The Premier has
been excellent in his deliberations, and he
has left no stone unturmed. Whenever 1
have called on him with queries relating to
this subject, he has been to the fore. As
members would know, I am still very in-
terested In this matter as I am jn pro-
posals dealt with In some of the other
motions and questions I have put before
the House In the past and which I also
hope to see coming to fruition. Hence, we
find ourselves awaiting the next move by
the Teaching Hospitals Advisory Council.

Let us look at the facts. We need more
doctors. More people wish to study to be-
come doctors, and this assertion Is borne
out by the fact that the medical quota is
filled. I think an aspiring medical student
must achieve a quota of about 360 or 380
to gain entrance, compared with a normal
university entrance quota of only 290,
More teaching beds are needed and St
John of God Hospital has made itself
avallable, As I said, I cannot visualise
3t. John's ever becoming the fAnancial
embarrassment that the Royal Perth Hos-
pital, the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital,
the Princess Margaret Hospital, and the
King Edward Memorial Hospital have bhe-
come fo the Government. If the Teach-
ing Hospitals Advisory Council continues
to delay on this matter, the Government
must step in fairly quickly and remedy
the situation, because the Government
could easily get caught up in the great
war as to which hospital is to become the
bigger and the better teaching hospital. A
continual war is being waged about which
hospital is to get what money, when and
if it is avallable. True, they are thinking
of the patients—of course they are. How-
ever, I do not know what priority the
patients are given; I should think it is
about tenth,

Initielly, the teaching hosplials are
thinking of themselves and thelr em-
pires. But these empires must be whittled
down. We have to get some rhyme and
reason back Into the situation. We have
been wallowing arcund for so long. If
members looked at the total scene, they
would see that we require hundreds of
millions of dollars In capital expenditure to
bulld teaching hosplitals in the metropoli-
tan area, yet we receive only $9.2 million
or thereabouts each year for hospitals, un-
less we are given a kindly handout of a
little extra from Mr Whitlam, The Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital will cost an
additional! $100 million in capital expend-
iture #f we are to carry out what has al-
ready been approved,

Let us take the Royal Perth Hospital, If
that hospital were fo bulid its dlaenostie
block and hack-up facllities, it would cost
another $100 milon. My argument is not
that we should not bulld these facllitles,
but that we should keep in mind the
capital expenditure involved. King Ed-
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ward Memorial Hospital requires $13 mlil-
lion in capltal expenditure and the Princess
Margaret Hospital reguires $14 million.
Poor old Fremantle Hospital! As the mem-=-
ber for Fremantle would know, the Fre-
mantle Hospital is wallowing around down
there with the few million dollars which
has heen handed to it. Fremantle Hospital
always seems to suffer. If we are In
Government, we cannot win the seat of
Fremantle anyway and we do nothing, I
members opposite are in Government, they
have won Fremantle and, once agaln, vhey
give the hospital nothing.

Mr O'Nell: The seat of Fremantle has
a reasonably good member,

Dr DADOUR: It has a good memuper,
but nobody listens to him.

Mr Gravden: We all have a mreat re-
gard for him and listen to him,

Dr DADOUR: Mr Speaker, I am getting
sidetracked a little. I impress on all con-
cerned that, in some way or ancther, we
must obtain approval to establish St. John
of God, Sublaco, as a teaching hospital so
that the authoritles have time to gear up
for the 1975 Intake of extra students.

A number of other problems are as-
sociated with our hospitals and our
teaching hospitals in particular. We now
have a wonderful rapport with moest uni-
versity professors and I belleve we can
now make some approach as to what way
we as a Government would like to see as
being the end results to doctor tralning.
We would ke o see our teaching hospitals
run a lttle differently. As members know,
after a student has completed his final
examinations in his sixth year, he becomes
a junior medical resident officer at a hos-
pital. Patients are admltted to wards and
if the resident is working in a ward situa-
tion under one of the honoraries or special-
ists, he will he in charge of that admis-
sion.

He carries out a physlcal examination
of a person being admitted, He takes a
full detalled history of that person and
he arrives at what we call a differential
diagnosts. It may consist of nine different
things. He then says, “I should now do
some pathological, X-ray and other tests”.
Unfortunately, because time does not per-
mit more efficlent supervision, a whole
battery of tests is carrled out on these
patients. Quite often, just by the stroke
of & pen, these tests can cost as much as
$1000. There is no reason for such a
battery of tests to be carrled out because
if the registrar, who could bhe a third year
resident or higher and who is more ex-
perlenced does his job properly, he would
veto the proposals to c¢arry out so many
tests, as was done in my day. Things have
not changed materlally, except that prob-
ably students do not have the same feel-
ing as to whether they should or should
not do things.
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What should occur is that the resldent
examines the patient and says, “The posi-
tive indications are such and such and in
my opinion he has X conditlon. But I
would like to carry out certain tests.” The
resident may want to do an X-ray test,
a barium meal X-ray or some other test
which Is relevant to the differential dlag-
nosls, He presents this to the registrar who
says, “All right, that is feasible. You do
those tests.” When the results come back,
the resident examines them and takes
them to the registrar or the honorary
medical officer and says, “Whal do you
think of these?” He comes up with a diag-
nosis, but if he is unable to come up
with a diagnosls he may then choose to
carry out more tests and take another
detalled history or carry out another de-
talled physical examination of the patient.
In this way, he will come up with a dlag-
nosis. But at the moment the situation
is fairly unsupervised,

The resident is frightened of making a
mistake, He 15 left to his own devices and
rather than be humiliated in front of a
bunch of students not far behind him, when
he is asked by the honorary or senior
physician what the diagnosis is, he orders
all the tests so that he can glve a diag-
nosis. He then cannot be ssked why he
did not do this test or that test. Not
only will the resident order these tests
which are $40 or $50 a pop, bui he will
order daily tests on the same problems.
Conseqguently if a person is in hospital for
14 days the only way he has of getting
out before he is bled to death is by dis-
charge. No-one vets the instructions and
the Government is being embarrassed to
the order of thousands of dollars.

Sir Charles Court: I think I had better
send this speech to the Under-Treasurer.

Dr DADOUR: What I am stating is a
fact. Al I am asking Is that this type of
action be vetted. It is being vetted at Sir
Charles Gairdner now. However, 1 would
like it to be done &t King Edward and at
Roval Perth and other teaching hospitals.
Each one of these hospitals is as guilty
as the other on this score because the
methods of teaching have deteriorated.
So much blood is being taken from
patients now that soon they will need
a transfusion.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Why not have a talk
to the Premier? He will put things right.

Dr DADOUR: I have spoken to him
aboui; this,

Sir Charles Court:
hadly.

Dr DADOUR: If the Leeder of the Op-
position had listened to my speech a little
earlier he would have heard me say that.

Mr B. T. Burke: And he has been very
co-operative, 1wo?

Dr DADOUR.. He has been.

He is not doing
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Mr J. T. Tonkin: Why has he not put
right? Why are you still complaining?

Dr DADOUR: We have been in office
for only three months. The Lahor Gov-
ernment was in office for three years. We
are winhing the battles.

Mr May: You were in office for 12 years.

Sir Charles Court: What a glorious 12
Years.

Dr DADOUR: Someone was in office for
12 years. I was not. I have only just come
on the scene. I am in a difficult position in
the back benches of the Government
getting sniped at,.

One way in which we can probably im-
prove the situation is through the doctors.
They are good and well trained hecause
our Western Australian faculty turns out
doctors equal to the very hest in Austra-
lia and they are a5 good as doctors any-
where in the world. However, they are
left to their own devices too much and
this is costing plenty. We have enough
registrars and so on to vet the actions of
the doctors. The registrars should be
helping rather than ridiculing. When a
specialist complains because a certain test
has not been carried out, the registrar in-
volved should stand up with the resident
and indicate that they did not think the
test was necessary.

Are we turning out the complete doc-
tor? Many of the departments in our hos-
pitals are working in isolation as are
rﬁxaigy of the people in the paramedical

elds.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Do you not have to
have isolation wards?

Dr DADOUR: Yes, but that is not the
kind of isolation I mean. The social wark-
ers, physiotherapists, and occupational
therapists are not working as a team with
the doctor. We find, for instance, that
social workers will investigate the social
history of every patient who goes through
the hospital in both the out-patients and
in-patients departments. They are work-
ing separately from the doctor. That is
what I mean when I refer to isolation. The
doctor should refer a patient to the social
worker for help with a housing problem,
for instance, so that on discharge that pa-
tient will have a place to which he can go.
In other words these various welfare
workers should consult a patient only on
instruection from the doctor. The social
workers are very expensive to retain and
they should be used properly.

During his training a doctor should be
taught how to use these people because,
as I have said, they are extremely costly.
When he is in general practice, a doctor
must be his own social worker and he then
calls for help only when it is needed. They
are there to help him because he is in
charge ol the patient’s total needs—physi-
cal, mental, and social. The same applies to
dactors in hospitals. If we do not utilise
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these workers correctly, we will find we
will not have enough to go around. We
will find there will be specialitles and
smaller specialities. This would not do
because our health needs must be costed.

I now wish to deal with some problems
in my electorate, the first heing a Bill in-
troduced last year to amend the Loecal
Government Act. The principle of the Bill
was that before any amalgamation or an-
nexation of any local authority could oc-
cur, & referendum of the people had to
be held. As most members would know,
that Bill was defeated by the Government’s
devastating majority of one. However, 1
am sure the Bill will come before Par-
liament this session, and I hope this time
it will be passed thus ensuring that hefore
any local authority is amalgamated, or has
parts annexed, a referendum will be held.
The final details will have to be worked
out. This is our policy and I am sure
such a Bill will be passed.

I also wish to deal with the problem
created by the traffic in the Shenton Park-
Sublaco area. This traffic has increased
as a result of the growth of the Perth
Medical Centre. I spoke on thls subject
last year and I have already pursued the
matter again this year, as has also the
Minister for Industrial Development.
We have made inquiries of the Minister
for Transport who, at the moment, Is not
present in the House. He has not yet come
up with the right answers, but I am sure
he will do so.

Bottlenecks are occurring in the sub-
ways in the area. At the Nicholson Road
subway, and the Hay Street subway,
trafic is unable to make & right-
hand turn into Railway Road when
it is travelling from the north to the
south. Such traffic must now continue on,
then utilise 8 few side streets to get back
intoc Rallway Road and then go on to
Fremantle, Anyone using those subways in
the morning or evening will know about
the bottlenecks of which I am speaking.

The situation is becoming worse and as
g result the road along the lovely lake In
Shenton Park is becoming a speedway and
the residents are suffering from the noise,
vibration, dust, and traflic danger
which results. This situation oeccurs not
once, twice, or three times a day, but five
times a day. As the traffic is heavy for
half an hour before and half an hour after
the duty rosters at the centre, the resi-
dents suffer for five hours a day.

T have appealed to the Minister to open
up the subway and I have asked for an
extension to be made of Aberdare Road
across the railway line, but I was told
that because of the shortage of funds and
the uncertsin future of the railway line,
and many other factors, the Government
was unable to proceed with that project.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has another five minutes.
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Dr DADOUR: I promptly wrote back
to the Minister and frankly stated that I
would have expected such an answer from
his predecessor, but not from him, and
that I wanted action. We must have ac-
tion because we cannot ask the people to
continue under the present conditions.
Many residents who have been in the area
for 20 to 50 years have moved away be-
causs of the noise and vibration which
are becoming worse every day. Cracks are
beginning to appear in walls.

The residents first went to live in the
area because it was quiet, but now they
find they are in one of the rowdiest areas
in Perth. Does the Perth Medical Centre
do anything? Oh no! When I requested
it to establish an internal ring road 1
was told that it “may” he established,
perhaps in three years, I then asked those
concerned whether they expected me to
help them get money allocated to them
before it was allocated to Royal Perth Hos~
pital. They said, “Oh, yes.” I told them
that if this was the case they had better
think again because if they did not co-
operate with me I did not see why I should
co-operate with them. They could not care
less gbout the traffic problem.

The Government would be very remiss if
it did not do something to stem the in-
creasing traffic and to reroute it out of
the residential areas. An internal ring
road must be established with points of
Ingress and egress carefully placed near
main highways so that the traffic must use
those main highways.

Arguments are occurring between resi-
dents In parallel streets. The residents
in one street demand that a cul-de-sac bhe
established, but then the residents in the
other street argue that if that occcurred
their street would have to cater for twice
the present traffic flow.

An overall plan must he established and
put intc operation as soon as possible.
The necessary money must be found and
spent. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

MR CARR (Geraldton) [8.14 p.n.]l: At
the beginning of my term as the member
for Geraldton I wish to pay a brief tri-
bhute to my predecessor (Mr Sewell) who
held the seat for 24 years from 1950 to
1974, During that time he displayed
honesty and loyalty to his electorate, his
leaders (Mr Hawke and Mr J. T. Tonkin),
and his party. The strongest and main
feature of his work in the electorate was
done for the individuals in the town of
Geraldton.

During the time I spent door-knocking
prior to the election, many people were
able tao quote some particilar instanee in
which Mr Sewell had helped them. This
was the case in respect of many problems
including pension problems, water sup-
plies, State housing, and the like. He
was involved in a number of achievements
for the town and was instrumental in the
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establishment of improved water supplies,
harbour works, and a regional hospital, as
well as improved educational facilities for
Geraldton. Two examples of this latter
are currently in progress. A new high
school is to be opened in 1975 and I under-
stand that a proposed technical school will
also be constructed in that year.

Perhaps at this point it would be appro-
priate to mention that the new high school
is to be named after another long-serving
member for Geraldton. I refer, of course,
to John Wilcock who was member for
Geraldton from 1917 to 1947 and who was
Premier of the State from 1936 to 1945,

Mr Sewell, like everybody else who retires,
left some ambitions unfulfilled. His dear-
est wish was to make Geraldton a centre
of education and culture. I may say here
that I too am similarly interested in these
two flelds.

I now wish to turn to my role as the
member for Geraldton and to my concern
for the electoraie. Although the electorate
consists entirely of the town of Geraldton,
my concern is for more than just the
town. I must also be concerned for the
surrounding region. Geraldton is a2 ser-
vice centre for the regional area and it
relies heavily on the regional area as the
member for Greenough will appreciate.
Geraldton is similarly of tremendous im-
portance to the surrounding district.

Geraldton relies largely on two main in-
dustries—farming and crayfishing. The
economy of Geraldton can be very seriously
affected if these two industries fail to-
gether, In 1971 there was a rural slump
and a bad season for crayfishing and the
economy of Geraldton suffered badly.
Another important aspeet of Geraldton’s
economy is the Geraldton Building Com-
pany which is the largest bullding com-
pany north of Perth, It is largely respons-
ible for service contracts in the north of
the State.

The tourist industry has grown rapidly
to become one of Geraldton’s main indus-
tries. There is an increase both in people
holidaying in Geraldton and in through
traffic to the north.

There has been some diversification re-
cently of the fishing industry to include
prawning operations and wet fishing.

The advent of the mineral sands industry
is also important. Mineral sands from
Eneahba are transported to Geraldton
where they are processed and then ex-
ported out of Geraldton. When people
talk of the industrial future of Geraldton
they frequently centre on the activities
of the Northern Mining Company. This
involves mining iron ore from the Weld
Range and transporting it by a new stan-
dard gauge rallway to a new port 10 miles
north of Geraldton. I would like to
spend some time on the Northern Mining
proposal and tie it up with the general
theme of decentralisation.
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There seems to be a general concensus
of opinion that up till now decentralisa-
tlon has been merely a Dpolitical expres-
sion; an empty word, and it is time that
it was considered more constructively by
all partles. This issue is of concern to all
levels of Government; and it s an issue
which concerns all residents, both urban
and rural. Traditionally decentralisallon
has been based nn small town parochialism
—of country towns wanting to grow bigger
and nothing very much has happened.

In recent years there has been a new
motive for decentralisation and this has
been due to urban discomfort; the cities
are becoming too large, too polluted, and
too uncomfortable. Perth was once affec-
tionately known throughout Australia as
the “pretty clty”, but now it is developing
along the lines of a concrete jungle in the
city centre with suburban sprawl on the
outskirts.

I would like to refer to a Gallup poll
survey which was quoted in the Daily
News of the 20th March, 1974, which
showed that over 60 per cent of the people
of Australla would prefer to live away
from eity suburbs. It also showed a distinct
demand for large noncapital cities.
The particular Gallup poll did not indi-
cate what 1t regarded as large noncapital
citles but I would interpret it as mean-
ing cities of 40000 to 50 000 people. Hence
we have the concept of growth centres;
towns with sufficient industrial potential
to achieve a Ifairly rapid growth develop-
ment, One of the first of such centres
in the Eastern States is the Albury-Wo-
donga area, Geraldton is one of a number
of centres in Western Australia which is
being considered as a future growth
centre. If this takes place a major in-
dustry would be crucial and essential, and
I belleve Northern Mining would fit very
well into this concept. The first stage of
bringing iron ore from the Weld Range
ar!d shipping it out through Geraldton
might not perhaps result in rapid indus-
trial growth but the second stage, the es-
tablishment of a steelworks at Geraldton,
would provide exiensive employment op-
partunitles and attract other asscciated
industries.

At this point of time I am basically
supporting the Northern Mining proposal,
but before I give it my wholehearted sup-
port there are two problems which I would
like to see overcome. The first of these is
the environmental aspect. The project
will need to be the subject of an environ-
mental Impact survey. However, I am
reasonably confident Narthern Mining
would pass this satisfactorily. Prom the
layman's polnt of view I feel we would
not have the same trouble from the stee)-
works in relatlon to pollution as we do
from some of the industries at Xwinana,

The secend point which we would nead
to conslder_ and overcome is that of Aus-
tralian capital. Northern Mining is a small
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company with a small paid up capital and
requires a considerable amount of capital
to enable 1t to proceed with Its develop-
ments. I am sufficiently Australian to want
to see a considerable degree of Australian
ownership—preferably a greater part of the
ownership should be Australian. However,
I am led to belteve the company is going
fairly well with negotiations at the mom-
ent and these problems should be over-
come.

I want to make a couple of general
comments on development before leaving
the matter. I am not one of those people
who support development for develop-
ment's sake, I am not one who feels that
what is bigger need necessarily be better.
I have always defined progress and de-
velopment In human terms. I define prog-
ress as that which enables people to iive
happier, better, and fuller lives of their
own choosing, To my mind Western Aus-
tralia has a fairly poor experience in dev-
elopment. We have had 12 years in which
many large and wonderful projects were
initiated, but to my mind the 12 years in
question did not provide sufficient ad-
vances in fields such as education, health,
housing, and recreation for all Western
Australia’s resldents.

I now turn away from the economy of
Geraldton to the community facilities and
what we may perhaps call the "“people”
issues in Geraldton, These have all been
discussed in Geraldton and they are all
issues I will be advocating to the best of
my abllity while I am in Parliament and
through any other means which may be
avallable to me,

In regard to the need for a bus ser-
vice I would point out that Geraldton is
a very centralised town. We have heard
talk of Canberra’s centralism and Perth’s
centralism, but Geraldton also is ceniral-
ised. All its shopping facilities—its chem-
ists’ shops, banks, and so on are in the
main street.

The suburbs of Geraldton are extend-
ing further from the centre of the town
and we are experiencing an increasing
problem with communication. I believe
that a Geraldton transport trust should be
established and that State, Federal, and
local money should be used to provide bus
services for Geraldton.

I would now like to refer to the impor-
tant problem of the transport link from
Geraldton to Perth. I understand that at
the moment the WAGR road bus service
is under a cloud. Together with other
people I have made representations to the
Minister and a decislon on the matter 1s
still forthcoming. We are hopeful that a
favourable decision will he reached.

In referring to the community health
centre 1 would point out that Geraldton
is quite short of doctors and this, among
other things, has led the Geraldton town
council and the surrounding shires, to-
gether with the managing secretary of
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the hospital, to prepare a submission for
the establishment of a community health
centre at Geraldton to provide accommo-
dation for doctors, dentists, child health,
infant health, mental health, and other
paramedical facllities such as a famlily
planning clinic.

I understand this submission is in the
hands of the Public Health Department
and no doubt the proposition will be for-
warded to Canberra for consideration.

The second possibility concerning the
probiem of doctors at Geraldton is the
possibility that final-year medical stu-
dents should spend some time at the Ge-
raldton Regional Hospital in a resident
capacity.

I now turn to the proposal for a Moreshy
Range national park. This was fully dis-
cussed last year and I am aware that some
of the Ministers in the Tonkin Govern-
ment took steps towards bringing this to
fruition. Geraldion has many scenic
brenkway hills above the town in which
wildflowers are abundant and wildlife
exists in its natural state. The area
1s ideal for a national park. I understand
the Australlan Government s prepared to
purchase a property in the area and that
it is still negotiating the purchase of a
suitable property.

In dealing with the educational facilities
the pre-school facilities have been quite
critical in Geraeldton and at present there
are only two single-unit kindergartens plus
one small unit especially for Aboriginal
children, This has been fo some extent
relieved by the Federal Government pro-
viding a double-unit kindergarten in the
Rangeway area for 1975. It will not com-
pletely overcome the problem because there
are further facilities required in the Bluff
Point and Tarcoola areas, and we hope
the Federal Government wlll restore iis
pre-school programme when economic con-
ditions permit. The same situatlon applies
to child care facilities. One centre is being
established at Wonthella which wili reduce
but not solve the prohlem, and here again
we will be looking to the Federal Govern-
ment to restore its child care programme
as soon as possible. There are two areas
needing new primary schools in Geraldton
and we will require the establishment of a
new primary school in the near future at
the Anderson Street site at Bluff Point,
Tarcoola is another growing centre with-
out a school.

The high school and techniecal school
facilities will be largely catered for at the
moment provided the John Wilecock high
school is opened next year and the tech-
nical school is built in 1975,

I now turn to a matter which I know
concerns the people of Geraldton and
country people generally. I refer to the
cost of living and especially to the cost
differential between Perth prices and
country prices with particular emphasis
on the mark-up on country prices as
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against Perth prices. The excuse given for
this is the freight cost. We are told that
the Geraldton prices are so much higher
than the Perth prices because of the
freight involved. There 1s no aitempt to
justify or analyse these mark-ups except
to say that the cost of freight must be
taken into consideration. I have a strong
suspiclon that a large number of these
mark-ups are excessive.

I would like to give a couple of examples
of what is taking place and indicate firstly,
that a bottle of heer costs ¢ more in
Geraldton than it does in Perth. The
beer is transported in bulk by rail and I
would be astonished if the freight cost was
anything like 6¢ a bottle.

The second example to which I wish to
refer concerns the purchase by a constitu-
ent of a lounge sulte. The difference be-
tween the Perth price and the Geraldton
price was exactly $50—said to be the cost
of the freight. The constituent eventually
bought a four-piece lounge suite in Perth
instead of a five-plece suite quoted, and
railed it to Geraldton himself. The cost
of the frelght was $4.90. So it can be seen
that the most urgent need on this question
of cost is whether these mark-ups for the
cost of freight are justified.

Recently some of my political opponents
were quoted as initiating an inquiry into
costs to rural producers. I would like to
quote from the Geraldton Guardian of the
4th July, 1974, which states—

A group of W.A. Government back-
benchers will press for a full-scale
inquiry into the costs of goods and
services vital to primary producers.

The Chairman of the Parliamentary
Country Party Mr R. C. Old said
the party had asked Mr McPharlin,
the Deputy Premier, and its Parlia-
mentary Leader, to discuss the mat-
ter with the Premier, Sir Charles
Court.

Country Party members want a select
committee appointed to make the
inquiry soon after the new session
of State Parliament opens at the
end of the month.

I think this is a very good start,. How-
ever, to my way of thinking, it 1s far too
narrow. I have a wider concern than that
expressed; my concern Is for all of the
country people and not just for the rural
producers.

I am concerned wilth the farmers and
fishermen, the wage and salary earners,
the small businessmen, the pensioners,
and the housewives who live in the coun-
try. If the proposal to which I have just
referred is brought before Parliament—
and I certainly hope it will be—I will be
working to try to have it widened, and if
it is widened I will certainly be doing all I
can to be appointed to the committee to
inquire into costs in country areas.
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As well as looking at mark-ups, the in-
quiry would need to look at State charges,
one of which was mentioned earlier this
evening by the member for Albany; that
is, the differential in water rates. The
fipures I have are $27.50 per 100000 gal-
lons of water in Perth, compared with $45
per 100 000 gallons in the country. I am
not one who helieves country people have
an inherent right to cheaper or better
goods and services, but I certainly believe
they have a right to obtain things on the
most equal basis possible, The commitiee
of inquiry would need to look at rail and
shipping charges to country areas, which
were recently increased. With the differ-
ential between Perth and country prices
increasing so rapidly, it is no wonder
people in the counfry are expressing more
and more concern about Perth centralists.

I would now like to turn from essentially
electorate matters and speak about my
wider role in Parliament. I want to spell
out now my attitude to issues so that when
people seek to judge me later on they will
know the aims and attitudes on which I
wish to be judged.

My entire political philosophy can be
summed up in one word: freedom. I believe
the laws should allow a person freedom to
do whatever he wishes 50 long as it does
not interfere with anyone else’'s equal
right to live his life without interference.
Cur opponents in the parties of wealth and
privilege understand one form of freedom.
They speak about free enterprise. Free
enterprise can be described in a number
of ways; for example, freedom for the
strong to exert their strength, freedom
for the rich {o make more money, and
freedom for industry,

I am more concerned with freedom for
individual people. I would llke to run
through some of the types of freedom to
which I believe individual people are en-
titled. The first one is freedom from ex-
ploltation. I refer to the consumer pro-
tection leglslation and compliment the
Tonkin Government on the steps it took
in this direction during the last three
yvears. I would like to see further steps
taken In price control hecause I belleve
the people have a right to be free from
excessive marking up of prices. We have
the situation that the State Government
will not give power over prices to the
Federal Government and will not use
those powers itself.

I think people are entitled to freedom
from Injustice and that the system of law
should reflect the concept of freedom I
have just been outlining. Someone sald
here this afternoon that he supported law
and order. I also support law and order,
but not as it is expressed by Mr Bjelke-
Petersen and Sir Robert Askin, I believe
the rule of law should prevail, and I
believe in an orderly soclety.

I want to refer to victimiess crimes—
crimes in which there is no victim, and in
which a person supposedly commits an
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offence, hurts nobody, and is punished
severely. Ancother person might cause
damage to people or property but be fined
a smaller amount. As an example of this,
some weeks ago two young men were con-
victed in Geraldton and fined $1000 each
for growing cannabis for themselves. The
next day an ABC news hulletin carried the
story about a man who smashed the win-
screen of a motorcar with the barrel of a
shotzun, put the shotgun into the car, and
threatened to shoot the people in it. He
was fined $145. That is not consistent.

I now turn to the police. I believe the
community is entitled to have a strong,
impartial, and trusted Police Force. It is
unfortunate that in recent {imes a number
of guestion marks have been ralsed against
our Police Force. The Forrest Place incl-
dent and the Exmouth numbers farce are
examples. These incidents have created
doubt about the Police Force, especlally
the incident at Exmouth, where a photo-
graph was published in a newspaper show-
ing s senior officer standing next to a
man who was allegedly wearing a wrong
number. ‘This has affected public confi-
dence in the Police Force. I believe gen-
erally we have a good Police Force and
the public is entitled to have these doubts
cleared up publicly. It is not sufficient
for justice to be done. In a democratic
community justice must be seen to be
done.

We are entitled to freedom from dis-
crimination, and perhaps the main field
in which discrimination is exercised in the
community at the moment concerns job
opportunities. People may be prevented
from getting jobs due to considerations of
race, sex, religion or poiitics. Although
these are largely community attitudes
which must be resolved by the community,
we should be framing legislation and turn-
ing our attention towards removing these
injustices.

We are entitled to have freedom from
fear; not just from physical fear but also
from fear of financial insecurity. Once
again I compliment the Tonkin Govern-
ment on its work during the last three
years in the field of workers’ compensation,
and its endeavour to relisve workers from
the fear of being without work,

People are entitled to be free from want
and poverty. This involves a number of
rights to which I would ltke to refer.
People have a right to work, and full em-
ployment should be the policy of all Gov-
ernments at all times. I think Mr Billy
Snedden, the Treasurer at the time of the
1971 Federal Budget, will be forever re-
membered for his decislon deliberately to
create a pool of unemployment. To the
people who support that type of policy, I
say they should be the first to volunteer
to put it into practice.

People have a right to be housed, and I
refer agaln to Geraldton, which 1s in a
serious situatlon as far as accommodation
is concerned. 'There are, In particular,
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long waiting lists for pensioner flats and
single accommodation. An updated State
housing programme is desperately needed.

People have a right to health, or at
least to health services at the cheapest
posstble cost, and it Is great news to me
that the national health scheme is at
present in the process of belng legislated
into effect in the Federal Parlilament. An-
other aspect of health is the Friendly
Soecleties Pharmacies, and I return to costs
in Perth compared with costs in the
country. In the metropolitan area a num-
ber of Friendly Socletles Pharmacles oper-
ate, and people can buy pharmaceutical
goods at a lower price than in the country.
This is blatant discrimination against
people in the country. My greatest dis-
appointment on seeing the Labor Gove:n-
ment defeated in this State was that we
will not again have legislation in this field
Introduced.

People have a right to educatlon. In
the Federal sphere, the Karmel commit-
tee's report to the Federal Government and
proposals for the introduction of the
recommendations in the Karmel report are
a tremendous advance, More money than
ever before is being made available, and
Geraldton will receive benefits in this
area in the form of a training centre for
handicapped children, a camp school for
cutback children, new c¢lassrooms to re-
place prefabs at Allendale, 8 new high
school, a hall-gymnasium for Geraldion
High School, and 8 new technical school.
Tiese benefits have been facilitated by
Federal money.

I cannot have the same confidence In
the State Government’s education policy.
In fact, I regard it as a disgrace, I helteve
the Government is guilty of the misuse
of children for electoral purposes, I helleve
the Liberal Party's education policy at the
time of the election campalgn was intro-
duced with little or no discusslon in ed-
ucational or community circles, As a
teacher, I am interested in what goes on
in education, but I did not hear any dis-
cussion of the Liberal Party's education
ideas prior to its policy speech. Perhaps
one could ask why at electlon time the
Liberal Party declded to Introduce this
educatton policy, I c¢can make some sug-
gestions as to the reason for it.

In January-February, the Karmel com-
mittee’s report was a major topic of dis-
cussion. People were impressed by it and
by the Labor Party's performance in ed-
ucation. The leader of the Liberal Party at
the time—who is now the Premler—wanted
to take people's minds off the Karmel com-
mittee report, so he put his hand Into the
lucky dip barrel of electoral glmmicks and
pulled out the fate of Western Australian
children. I say that is a matter for shame.
‘What I have said is further borne out by
the inability of the Premier and his Min-
isters to give accurate and specific answers
to questions as to how the scheme will
work and what it will cost.
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We all have the right o recreation and
lelsure. We now have much more leisure
time as soclety advances, and there is
8 need for Governments to provide g wide
cholce of opportunities for recreation. I
hope the present Government will carry on
the excellent work begun in the last couple
of years under the Whitlam and Tonkin
Governments.

Many of the points I have mentioned
are State issues, at least constitutionally.
They are also areas in which the Aus-
tralian Labor Government 1s making a
major contrlbuticn. Iet us consider why
this has hecome necessary.

Past State Governments have been fin-
fincially unable, in many cases, and un-
wllling, in other cases, to undertake thelr
responsibilities in these fields. Past Fed-
eral Governments have not been prepared
to help. At last we have a humane Federal
Government which has grasped the nettle
and 1s doing something about these prob-
lems. Let us co-operate with it and get
the best for Western Australla, rather than
scream ‘“‘centrallsm” every time the Fed-
eral Government does anything.

I would like {o turn to the role of the
ALP and myself in Opnosition, I see the
role of an Opposition as belng to study
and critically examine legislation, not to
reject everything destructively. We should
pick out the best of what is proposed by
the Government and support it, and we
should oppose what we consider to be un-
desirable, I hope we will conslstently ac-
cept this eonstructive role, and not act as

the previous Opposition did in the past
three years.

I will give examples of how the pre-
vious Opposition was destructive; firstly,
in relation to police traffic control. The
Labor Government proposed police take-
over of traffic control. The Idberal and
Country Partles constantly “knocked’ it.
They have now come up with & plan which
15 basicelly simflar to that proposed by the
Laber Government, except for the higher
cost of it. Prankly, I do not care whether
we have police control of traffic or high-
way patrols. Either way, it {s a State-wide
takeover and represents a blatant switch

In the attitude of the Liberal and Country
Parties.

The second example is daylight saving.
On three occasions a Bill was brought
before the House by the Labor Govern-
ment, proposing a one-year trial period.
On each occaslon the Bill was rejected.
And what Is one of the first measures the
present Government introduces? A Day-
light Saving Bill.

I turn now to what I regard as prob-
ably my main concern; that is, my con-
cern for democracy. I do not think any-
thing I have spoken about this evening is
more important than the principles of a
democratic society. The basic principle of a
democratic socliety is that all people should
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have an equal opportunity to participate
in the decision-making processes. Let us
have a look at a couple of aspects of
democracy.

First of all I refer to electoral democracy,
which means that all people should have
an equal say in electing a Government,
But do they? Let us have a look at the
position in this House. The roll for
Murchison-Eyre has on it 2 218 people, and
there are 21380 people on the roll for
Canning. That means that there are 10
times as many voters needed to elect the
member for Canning as there are to elect
the member for Murchison-Eyre., To put it
another way, each voter in Murchison-
Eyre has 10 times the voting strength of a
voter in Canning. This malapportionment
is working ageinst the Labor Party because
we have g situation in which the Labor
areas are grouped in Iarge electorates, anr
those areas which support the Liberal and
Country Parties are grouped in small elec-
torates.

Let us consider the facts. We have 51
members in this House: 29 on the other
side and 22 on this side. The average
number of voters per seat in Western Aus-
tralia is 12 000, so one would expect that
the 29 members on the other side of the
House would represent about 80000 or
90 000 more people than we represent. Now
let us look at the flgures. Members op-
posite represent 305537 people, compared
with members on this side of the House
who represent 298 685, We represent only
7000 fewer peaple than the members op-
posite represent, but members opposite
heve seven more seats than we have.

Let us look now at the number of votes
ezch member polled at the State election;
that is, the individual final vote for each
member added up. The 22 members on this
side of the House polled 153 390 votes,
whereas 28 members on the other side of
the House—bearing in mind that the
Deputy Premier was returned unopposed—
polled 143 214 votes. Therefore members on
this side of the House have the support
of 10000 more voters than members op-
pasite have,

When we turn our attention to the Leg-
islative Councill we find that of the 15
electoral provinces the Lahor Party won
flve on the 30th March and the Liberal
Party and Country Party won 10. The five
provinces that we won have on the rolls
between them 328 288 people, whereas the
10 seats won by the Conservatives have
on their rolls between them 275 924 people.
So the Labor Party with five seats repre-
sents 52 000 more people than the Con-
servative parties represent with 10 seats.
It is time we had a little electoral reform
to introduce electoral democracy to West-
ern Australia,

I twrn now to the second aspect of dem-
ocracy: participatory democracy. By this
I mean democracy at all levels in the com-
munity so that decislons are taken in any
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group only after all involved have had
the ovportunity to participate. We can
consider here the different situations be-
tween the political parties. The Austra-
lian Labor Party is much more demo-
cratic than other parties because we have
State and Federal conferences which
make policies. Any member of any branch
ci the party or any member of a union
may initiate policy.

For example, the Geraldton branch last
yvear put forward a resolution at the State
conference recommending a retiring age
of 65 years for members of Parliament.
Other branches had other motions to pre-
sent. They went before the conference and
amendments were made to them. A policy
was evolved from this which is binding
upon members of the party; and the local
people in Geraldton contributed towards
that policy. That is a democratie situa-
tion.

Once we get to the Parliament the ALP
has a democratically elected leader, de-
puty leader, and Ministry or in the pre-
sent instance a shadow ministry. However,
on the other side we have a leader who
has the final choice in everything io do
with policy. He chooses his Ministers per-
sonally, Henece an autoeratic situation pre-
vails.

I wounld like to spend a moment or two
on local government. Our opponents fre-
quently claim that the ALP is opposed to
local government. I really do not know
why they say this, although perhaps they
expect us to follow their line and to oppose
those levels of government in which we do
not have a majority.

I want to make it quite clear that I re-
gard loca! government as very important.
It has the potential to be closely repre-
sentative. At present it does not represent
everybody, and this is undemocratic,. We
have multiple voting in local government,
which means that some pecple have more
votes than others whilst some do not have
a vote at all. At a referendum in Gerald-
ton recently in respect of parking meters
those people who did not actually receive
an account for rates did not get a vote,
although obviously the issue affected them,

I believe that universal franchise s the
only democratic system that can be in-
troduced In respect of local government.
Even if we do not accept democratic prin-
ciples and we agree with the idea of giving
people & vote only if they pay rates, then
consider where the money comes from,
Much of the money for local government
comes from State and Pederal Govern-
ments; and that comes out of the pockets of
all taxpayers according to theilr means. If
we really want to persist in glving votes
only to those people who pay rates, then
we must remember that those who rent
houses also pay rates indirectly hecause
the rates are taken into account when the
rental is assessed; and the Minister for
Local Government agreed with that at a
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meeting which he and I attended a week
or two ago. I think we should give local
government the chance to benefit from the
inclusion of more people within its scope.

I want now to extend my concern with
honesty and justice to comment on
members of Parliament who have other
incomes. As with the police and the law
system which I discussed earlier, justice
must not only be done but it must also
be seen to be done. I see members of Par-
liament with shares and other incomes—
such as legal practices, medical practices,
business enterprises and farms—as an
anomaly and an opening for suspicion. We
should not allow this scape for suspiclon. I
might add that I direct these comments to
all members of all parties.

In this respect I make two points.
Firstly, we are paid as full-time employees
of the people of Western Australia and
they are entitled to expect us to act as
such., I see considerable merit in an idea
referred to in the Sunday Independent of
the 4th August which said—

In Holland the 150 Dutch Lower
House MPs are paid a base salary of
$16 700 but from this is deducted
any outside earnings down to a
minimum of $10 000.

Perhaps those people who want to be
only half-iime or part-time members of
Parliament should be paid as part-time
members.

The second point is, of course, the
potential problem of conflict of interest.
I have nothing to indicate to me that any
member of this Parliament is in any way
likely to be influenced in decision making
by his private interests; but I return to
the old point that justice must be seen to
be done.

I would like to be able to stand up here
and say that I have no shares, but unfor-
tunately I own one share which I had to
take out in a building society in order to
be able to buy a house. Whilst that is not
likely to influence me in any decision mak-
ing in which I might be involved, I believe
the principle to be so important that I
have gone so far as to donate the dividend
to charity, Perhaps I am an idealist; but
perhaps it is time we had more idealists
in this public office.

In conclusion, I point out that I have
wandered widely in this speech. I have
covered a wide range of subjects; I have
done so deliberately and I think for good
reasons.

The SPEAKER: The member has five
minutes.

Mr CARR: Thank you, Mr Speaker; I
will need about 30 seconds. My attitude to
all issues arising in Parliament depends
largely on two things: Firstly, the benefits
I see aceruing to people, because I am
much more concerned with people than I
am with profits; and secondly, I am very
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much concerned with justice and honesty
in government. I hope that time and ex-
perience will not see me waver from these
two prime concerns.

MR CLARKO (Karrinyup) [8.54 p.m.]:
Mr Speaker, I wish to congratulate you on
your appointment to your high office, and
I wish you well in it. I would like also to
congratulate the members of this House on
being successful at the recent election, I
look forward to debating with them be-
cause I understand that is what this House
is about. I might therefore begin in a way,
which I presume is not provocative, by say-
ing that I stand here as the representative
of Karrinyup, which has the second most
populous electorate in this House; and
since in my electorate there would be
mare than two electors for every one
elector in the electorate of the previous
speaker, I would suggest to him that prob-
ahly I gained more votes—over 8 000—
than he has total voters in his en-
tire electorate. I presume therefore that
he at least will allow me to speak up with
some confidence seeing that he based his
argument on numbers of people.

It is a very proud moment for me to
stand here as the representative of the
people of the electorate of Karrinyup. I
deliberately say “people” and not “electors”
because I particularly wish to include both
the young and the unnaturalised people in
my electorate who are without a vote, but
who still play a major role in community
Nie. I am hopeful that in the future both
of these groups will be further encouraged
to participate in the affairs of our district.

It is, of course, the electors of Karrinyup
that I must thank for my being here. It is
my responsibility to serve them well; this
I intend to do with all the energy and
ability I possess.

James Clarke—I hasten to repeat:
James Clarke—an American clergyman
and writer asserted that “A politician
thinks of the next election, a statesman
of the next generation.” I see the essence
of being a good politician as working and
planning primarily for the good of the
present generations whilst contempor-
aneously taking full cognisance of the
probable needs and aspirations of future
generations. Particularly do I believe that
major community projects of a permanent
nature should be funded by long-term
loans, which would enable the pecple of to-
morrow, who will also use these facilities,
to share the cost, whilst also providing for
the people of today more amenities than
would otherwise be provided.

James Clarke defined what 1s a states-
man. I will look closely during the coming
months at the memhbers of this Chamber
to observe how statesmen act.

What I wish to discuss particularly to-
night is the provision of community faecili-
ties in Karrinyup. I have spent some six
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years as a counclilor In local government.
Local authorities—much maligned by
some in ignorance—have generally played
the prime part in the provision of com-
munity amenities in my electorate, and no
doubt this has happened generally
throughout Australia. This has heen the
result of people giving their time, without
any reward of a financial nature, who
often receive in return a great deal of
ahuse, generally unfounded.

However, in recent years the number of
amenities beilng sought by the public has
greatly Increased. Due to limitations of
finance local authorities have been
struggling to match these demands. 1
aim to make Karrinyup a better place
to live In. How can this be done? It
has been cryptically stated that life is for
living, and most people work hard at their
occupations so as to gain an income which
will increase their opportunity to enjoy
their leisure time. We do not live to work
but work to live.

Today the average person Is occupation-
ally engaged for fewer hours than ever
before, excluding perhaps the self-
employed person. The major exception I
make to this is the housewife. I would
hesitate to say that her duties are lessen-
ing., I regard the mother with her family
as the cornerstone of our scciety, vet des-
pite her full-time job as a housewife today
more and more women are taking another
full-time job in the work force, efther by
choice or by necessity.

These women's burdens are enormous:
yet amazingly they perform both roles suc-
cessfully. It 1s the satisfaction that they
are serving their famiiles that enables gll
mothers and housewlves to—in the words
of a current televislon advertisement—
“wear their fingers to the hone” for thelr
loved ones.

How does a community provide a better
environment for its citlzens so that they
can enjoy life more? My time in iocal
government has brought home to me the
urgent need both to upgrade the provision
of community services and facilities in my
older suburbs and to plan ahead for them
in new subdtvisions.

I am proud to watch the increase in the
provision of community facilities which is
currently under way in my electorate. I
have been closely associated with some of
them. I am also aware of many more im-
provements which still need to be done.

I would like to describe some of the
facilltles which are under way at present
and then comment on the need to provide
land for community facilitles in the new
areas not yet subdivided In Karrinyup. In
particular I commend the Shire of Wan-
neroo—one of the most dynamic Ioeal
governing authorities in Western Australia,
—for the performance it has shown in
recent years.

Mr Nanovich: Hear, hear!
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Mr CLAREO: It Is due, Indeed, to the
quality and drive of its leaders and its
ex-leaders, both elected and appointed, that
these facilitles have been brought to
fruition. In saying that, I include the pro-
vision of the new Sorrento-Duncralg Lib-
rary and Information Centre, the adjac-
ent part-completed hall-gymnasium, and
the embryo Sorrento Sporting Assoclation.
This, In time-—-I hope it will be soon—will
develop with the help of the shire and
others into a first-class sporting complex
at the junction of Warwick Road and
Marmion Avenue.

I hold the bellef that sportsmen's clubs
will become the social centres not only for
our new suburbs, but also for the old. On
our north metropolitan coast dedicated
citizens and sportsmen showed the way
some 20 years ago—despite many obstacles
—in founding the Scarborough Sports-
men's Club, and today its clubhouse is the
envy of all on the coast.

More recently the resldents at North
Beach, including myself, have been asso-
ciated with the establishment of the North
Beach and Distriets Sportsmen’s Club. This
club jolned together sports clubs covering
bowls, tennis, Australlan rules football,
rugby, and cricket. Most importantly, this
club Includes citizens who are not particl-
pants in sports, but who join the club In
order to belong to an enjoyable com-
munity organisation. I hope this group
will expand rapidly In our club, for in any
suburb there are numerous people who
move into new homes who are keen to
meet more than just thelr Immediate
neighbours in thelr street-——they are people
who have something to offer the com-
munity or who even need to take some-
thing from 1t In some way.

However, unless they become assoclated
with some large community club, then five
or 10 years will slip by before they gain
that tremendous feeling of being a real
part of thelr community, I Airmiy believe
that community Invelvement and pride in
one’s district adds immeasurably to one’s
enjoyment of life. District sportsmen's
clubs can fili this need and enhance local
community pleasure, involvement, and
self-development.

Sportmen’s clubs and the llke can bring
together not only people with both similar
and dissimilar sporting interests, but also
can bring together people of differing ages
and backgrounds and thus integrate all
cross-sections of our community.

So in 1974 we find a dedicated group of
people at Sorrento seeking to provide a
community centre which wili bhe of in-
estimable value for the people of Sorrento
and Duncralg. I wish them well and offer
them any assistance In this project that
they may want from me.

I hope the day is near when the
Innaloo Sportmen’s Club can also open
its doors. Despite tremendous difficulties,
the eommittee of the club has perservered
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with thls projeet and surely deserves every
assistance now, A committee has been set
up just over my electoral boundary In
Warwick which is (ntended to serve the
people of Hamersley, whilst in Amelia
Helghts and the swrrounding areas the
Balcatta Clvic Assoclation is also close to
obtalning a home of its own.

Let us not forget also that a first-class
sporting complex has been provided by the
Yugoslav community through its own en-
ergies and efforts in Baleatta. It is known
as the Yugosiav Club. I congratulate the
members of this organisation for the mag-
nificent club they have and for the great
work they do In our community for those
who have been a long time in our State
or who are recent arrivals, especlally those
who have not yet galhed complete fluency
in English.

S0 it can be appreciated that through-
out my whole electorate responsible citi-
zens have provided, or are in the process
of dolng so, community centres for their
local neighbourhood which will help make
Karrinyup a better place to live in, and I
belleve that local government should help
as much as possible in the formation of
these cluhs, not necessarily with cash
grants, but with the provision of land and,
where necessary, guarantees for their loans
when it 1s obvlous that they will become
viable propositions.

To conclude my comments on district
sportmen’s clubs I stress that I see them
not as just another tavern, but principally
a5 a community meeting place where g wide
range of people of varlous occupations,
interests, and ages meet, in their increas-
ing leisure time, to talk, listen, enjoy, act,
and, at the same time, with their nelgh-
bours, help each other In friendly sur-
roundings, both for thelr own individual
good and for that of thelr districts.

Electorates such as mine also have &
need for community healls. This 15 par~
ticularly true of the new areas where
usually there are no alternative places
suitable for meetings such as church
halls, RSL clubs, and the like—such as
those that often exist In clder suburbs—
that can substitute as a community meet-
ing place. After some delay it is pleasing
to report that a district hall is to be bullt
in Hamersley by the City of Stirling., It
will cost over $100000. It 1s due to be
opened at the end of October, subject to
weather conditions, shortage of materials,
and God willlng, It will include, apart
from s main hall, a number of separate
meeting or commlittee rooms which will
be avallable to loeal organisations for
club purposes, The land was generously
donated by the Rural and Industries Bank.

The need to obtaln such a glft of land
points to a current problem that applles
in developlng residential areas such as
those in my electorate; namely, the pro-
;'nision of land for civic community build-

g5,
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The law requires that 10 per cent of a
total area to be subdivided shall be re-
served for public open space, but only in
some large comprohensive subdivisions
have developers been required to set aside
land for civic purposes. Whitfords was
one of these.

The policy of the Town Planning Board
regarding public open space to be pro-
vided on the subdivision of land is that
it should not be used for community halls,
kindergartens, infant health centres,
autumn centres, scout halls, sporting
clubs, youth centres, or, for what we may
describe in today's terms, community re-
creation centres. These are facilities
which the modern person seeks, needs, and,
in fact, demands.

Whilst one understands the board’s de-
sire to preserve areas for recreation, it has
led to active sports such as football being
relatively well provided for, whilst the pro-
vision of land for specific community build-
ings has been dependent upon the generos-
ity of developers. Fortunately, in my area
these developers have heen most generous
in providing free land for buildings of this
type, particularly for kindergartens.

It is anticipated that in the near future
the undeveloped area—known to some as
West Hamersley—which is the land west
of Everingham Street and between North
Beach Road and Beach Road—that is,
within the lpcality of Waterman—is to be
subdivided. I am concerned lest this area
and, of course, the other unsubdivided
areas In my electorate, in Marmion,
Hamersley, Duncraig, Hlillarys, and Pad-
bury, will not have lang set aside for civie
community purposes and that the Town
Planning Board will not allow the facilities
to be located in the 10 per cent of the area
allotted for public open space. Some mem-
bers may have passed this area i{f they
have travelled to the Karrinyup Golf Club.

In May, 1973, the Land Housing Con-
sultative Committee recommended that up
to 24 per cent of a subdivision be used as
sites for local community purposes, leav-
ing the remaining 74 per cent for recrea-
tional use, available for sporting activities,
although, increasingly, local authorities
are setting aside areas for passive, rather
than actlve, recreational uses,

The current poliey of the Town Planning
Board has been, I understand, to submit
any application for subdivision to the
Metropolitan Water Board, the Public
Health Department, and the relevant local
authority for comment, These comments,
together with reports from their own
officers, are then considered by the Town
Planning Board. However, I understand
that it has been the practice of the board
to approve the subdivision, subject to cer-
tain conditions, including the setting aside
of 10 per cent of the area for public open
space, leaving the local authority to nego-
tiate later with the developer for the ac-
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quisition of sites for kindergartens, hall..
or other buildings which the community
may desire to acquire.

Further, I understand the board does
not support—as I have already stated—
the location of community buildings on
the 10 per cent of land set aside for public
open space. I earnestly hope that this
policy will be urgently reviewed for the
benefit of our metropolitan residents and
others in Western Australia.

A much larger community facility is also
under way in my electorate; that is, the
Karrinyup Cultural Centre. I have been
asscelated with the planning of this centre
for some years. The land for this centre,
which was donated by the developer free
of cost, 15 located on the north side of the
Karrinyup shopping centre, and the first
stage Is the provision of a llbrary which
will he the central library for the City of
Stirling. The cost 1s over $290 000 and 1t
will bhe officlally opened in September.
The area on which the centre is situated
comprises some 3% acres,

The planning includes a cultural hall,
with ecommittee rooms for local organisa-
tions, suitable for showing films by, say,
a local film group, There will also be a
stage which will permit various theatrical
performances both by local amateur groups
as well as by major professional bodies. A
Whurlitzer organ has been donated for in-
clusion in the centre. Nearly $200 000 re-
mains in a City of Stirling trust fund for
this purpose, but unfortunately building
costs have escalated so much in recent
months that we now find we are $80 000
short. This is despite the fact that the
loeal authority did put aslde approximately
$100 000 a year during each of the last
five years and at the time this would have
well and truly financed what we planned
to do and much more.

In fact, a vouth centre has bheen ex-
cluded from the main cultural centre he-
cause of the present Pederal Government,
or whoever else s causing Inflation in Aus-
tralia. I understand, from a talk I heard
on econamics on 2 television programme
the other day by an Ameriecan economist,
that Inflation in the Unilted States is im-
ported, British inflation is imported, West
German inflation s imported, so presum-
ably inflation is coming from somewhere
out in space! Perhaps we should let it run.

The cultural centre is planned to serve
not jnst adjacent suburbs but also the
immediate region with its population of
80 000 residents. We have asked hoth the
State and Federal Governments for as-
sistance in this matter. We see it as a
special reglonal facility and I earnestly
hope we receive support for this project.

I would now like to move from the pro-
vision of community facilities—to improve
our suburban living—Llo comment on an
area which. I believe, should be treated
very carefully. I refer to our heaches,
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I was born in Cottesloe—which prob-
ably will not give me any advantage with
you, Mr Speaker, but I am very proud of
that fact. I lived for most of my early life
in Cottesloe, but in recent years, from the
time that I married, I have lved at Trigg,
right alongside the beach. Like many
Western Australians, I am a beachgoer, al-
though perhaps not as active as I might
once have been,

As a child I swam at Cottesloe and at
North Cottesloe beaches. We used to walk
down the street fo the beach—the whole
family—and I used to wear one of those
woollen bathing costumes right up to my
neck, I am sure such a costume would be
banned these days! We used to share the
clean white heach.

I am not a person who has iravelled
but I understand that our clean white
beaches are the envy of most countries
throughout the world. We were able to lie
on the beautiful clean sand and swim in
the medlym-sized surf at Cottesloe., The
surf there is not as good as the surf at
Trigg!

In those days there were kiosks nearby
which provided food and drink. However,
today there is a movement in some
quarters by people who want to develop
our beaches fully. They want to construct
vast numbers of shops, and play piped
music--with advertisements—to the people
on our beaches. There are also those who
want to build amusement parks adjacent
to our beaches. Some people also believe
that the high-priced land in the vicinity
of our heaches could be used for high-
rise flats. Let me say that I am opposed
to all that type of development.

Perhaps my viewpoint is coversimplified
but I belleve cur beaches should be left
in as natural a state as possible, and par-
ticularly do I believe that the motorcar
should not visually predominate on our
landscape. Instead, motorcars should be
hidden as much ss possible from the gen-
eral view by careful planning, even if 1t
means that some beachgcoers will have to
walk a little further to their cars.

A number of gentlemen recently
approached me with a plan showing how
car parking could be provided and cov-
ered with & grapevine type of trellis. I do
not know whether grapevines would grow
on our beaches but the plan did seem to
be attractive and would be an improve-
ment on the acres of cars which we sce at
the present time,

QOf course, we also need more shade
trees at our populaer beaches. The City of
Stirling is currently experimenting with
suitable trees and to the hest of my know-
iedee to date the only trees which are
suitable are the Norfolk Island pine, a
Queensland sheoak, and the New Zea-
land Christmas tree, They, alone, have
proved to be capable of standing up to the
very high winds and salt on our exposed
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western coast. They will provide both
shade and a better aesthetic appearance to
our ¢oast than is the case at present,

I particularly want to criticise the lolly
stick appearance of our heaches where
the electric light poles stand up in great
ugliness, “No Parking” signs stand high,
and many other posts stand erect. The
landscape has the appearance of an over-
crowded cribh board. Various public
buildings are located here and there
which, perhaps with the exception of those
at nearby City Beach, are devoid of any
beauty of line,

I hope our beaches can be beautified
where they have previously been scarred
by man. Where minimal facilities cannot
be hidden they should be planned to fit
in with the landscape, or camouflaged In
some way. In truth, the most beautiful
beach I have ever seen was one where there
was no trace of man,

I urge that the construction of build-
ings between the coastal highway and the
beach front he kept to the barest min-
Imum, Irrespective of whether or not the
bulldings are for the use of Government
departments. I am proud to say I was
assoclated with the rejection of a proposed
CSIRO laboratory at Watermans Bay—a
$300 000 bullding which was planned for
the area. Additionally, In assoclation with
the City of Stirling, a letter was written
to the Minister requesting him not to
extend the existing State marine labora-
tory at Watermans Bay. I would add that
we recelved a reply stating that when the
money was available it was Intended to
extend the laboratory.

I hope the new Minister will listen to
the pleas of those of us who live on the
coast and not approve the extension be-
cause I do not think that such a laboratory
should be situated In that area. My plea
was not just on behalf of those people who
desired a view of the ocean.

I am sure that there are many people
lke myself who have a love for our beach-
es and who do not wish to see bulldings
constructed between the coastal road and
the ocean uniess they are of the greatest
and direst necessity.

Our beaches are a priceless asset and I
hope that in future years local authoritfes,
and State Government departments, will
take a greater interest In the views of con-
servation groups and knowledgeable citiz-
ens who are interested in the development
of our coastline,

I support the member for Toodyay who
has indicated in this House that he will
attempt to arrange for a land swap so0
that the housing areas located in the
nodes adjacent to the beachfront at
Whitfords can be relocated in an area
which 1s not befween the coastal highway
and the beach.

It has always been a fundamental per-
sonal pleasure for me to llve by, look at,
and bathe in the Indian Ocean. I live
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where I do today because I choose to do
so. The beach must be retained as near
as possible in its natural state so that all
my fellow Western Australians can share
and enjoy it, particularly the people in
the Karrinyup electorate who deserve to
lve In a community which will enable
them—whether they are young or old—
to live s happy and fulfilling life.

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) [8.23 p.m.]1:
1 would like to extend to you, Mr Speaker,
the congratulations which I extended to
the new members of this House on the
last oceasion I was on my feet. I have
every confidence that the dignity which
you have demonstrated will be continued
and I loock forward to the tolerance you are
capable of displaying.

I would like to refer to an inecident
which occurred in the lower south-west
over the last two weeks; that is, the strike
by the Federated Englne Drivers and Fire-
men’s Unlon of Workers of Western Aus-
tralla. The strike terminated yesterday
and the 80 unionists who were involved
refurned to work.

The strike extended over s two-week
period from the 22nd July to the 4th Aug-
ust of this year and some comment should
be made on its background. It seems strange
that one of the most stable and, indeed,
most tractable sections of industry should
suddenly-—it might be termed, rapidly—
be placed In a strike situation.

Harmony has long been a part of the
timber Industry and, Indeed, the Ilast
measure of industrial strife occurred over
70 years ago. 8o, there must have been
a set of clrcumstances which contributed
to this rare break in the traditional ap-
proach and the traditlonal attitudes of
those men employed in that part of the
industry.

It was certainly a most worth while and
enlightening experience to make some in-
vestigations and enter into some discus-
sion with both the members of the unlon
which was Involved and the employers
who, in this case, are represented by the
Forest Products Assoclation. The Feder-
ated Engine Drivers and Firemen's Union
decislon to strlke was taken rather sud-
denly; with a suddenness which was al-
most surprising.

The members of the union met on Sun-
day, the 21st July, and the meeting carried
a motion which was conveyed to the
Forest Products Associaticn on the follow-
ing morning. The members of the union
Indicate@ that unless the conditlons lald
down by the union—which included an
overaward payment of $30—were met
within a perlod of some 11 hours a stop-
page would ensue and would continue
until such time as amicable negotlation
had resolved the Issues.

The response of the cmployers was that
the matter had to go to arbitration., They
said they would not enter into any negoti-
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ation, particularly and specifically with
regard to the $30 overaward payment, un-
less the matter went hefore the Industrial
Commission. And so, the Impasse was
reached.

The strike was called and the 80 mem-
bers of the Federated Engine Drivers and
Firemen's Union went out on strike. On
the surface the action seemed precipitate
and that was my first reaction on learning
what had transpired. 1 hasten to add I
was soon enlightened by bhoth partles that
the genesls of the strike resulted from two
conferences which went back some 12
months to the 15th March and the 11th
April, 1973. At that time, during the two
discusslons which were held, the Federated
Engine Drivers and Firemen’s Union and
the representatives of the south-west
division of the Timber Warkers' Unlon put
forward many claims to the Forest Pro-
ducts Assoclatlon. They were falrly ex-
tensive in number and they referred not
only to pay conditions in the industry, but
also to the facilities and amenities which
were required.

I would like to refer briefly to some of
the points which were ralsed 12 months
ago. They Include the Jack of lunch room
accommodation for those workers who ate
on the job and who did not go home for
Iunch, and the absence of fly wiring and
adeqguate lunch reoom facilities. Also, the
workers sought the provision of cold drink-
ing water for those who required it; the
provision of hot water for lunchtime pur-
poses; the provislon of waterproof indus-
trial clothing, and the need for gloves
where they were not already issued.

It will also be appreclated that a con-
siderable number of women have now
taken up employment In the timber fin-
dustry and there was a need for rest rooms
and faeflitles for use by the female work-
ers. This has been neglected and it fs
something for which a remedy has been
sought. These people were also seeking the
provision of a proper water supply which
Is not contaminated with chlorine or from
a tank which is susceptible to sawdust
pollution. It was polnted out in evidence
that no service pay provision extsted, and
the representatives presented the assocl-
ation with the suggestion for a detailed
scheme for service pay to apply to the
industry. The reaction of the Forest Pro-
ducts Association to these demands was to
cireulate them to the members of the asso-
clation. Ultimately the consensus of the
members’ replies was returned to the unign
delegates. It covered nine matters In all,
but briefly 1t indicated simply the condi-
tlons pertaining to the economiecs of the
timber industry, the marketing trends be-
ing experienced, and those which were
anticipated. It was pointed out that it was
a most inopportune time to discuss over-
award payments and the matter was re-
jected out of hand.
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A perlod of fomentation ensued from
then on. Members will appreclate the
problems raised at the conference still
exist and rankle right throughout the mills
of the south-west. The union organilser is
probably extremely accurate when he says
that an increasing number of complaints
were recejved from members of the union
in the varlous timber towms. Requesis
were received for meetings to be held, and
several tours were organised by the repre-
sentative of the Federated Engine Drivers
and Firemen’'s Union. I suppose ultimately,
arlsing from the tours, the meeting of the
21st July at Manjlmup was convened. At
this meeting 1t was decided that the men
would go out on strike If their demands
were not met, It is somewhat surprising
that this action was taken by the Federa-
ted Engine Drivers and Firemen’s Union
rather than by the Timber Industry In-
dustrial Unien of Workers as a whole. It
is correct to say that timber workers have
bheen subjected to much harsher conditions
than their counterparts in the union which
initiated the move.

Mr Speaker, no-one else in thls House
knows better than you or me the con-
ditions which have prevalled in the tim-
ber Industry over the years. The Industry
is synonymous with harsh conditions,
isolation, low wages, and a very high in-
dustrial hazard rate. Apart from the min-
ing industry, probably no other industry
has a higher accident rate than the tim-
ber industry has had since its inceptlon.
It is very pleasing to nate that safety
campalgns instituted by the varlous com-
panles have achleved very marked suc-
cess. This has gohe a long way towards
alleviating the economic disadvantages of
the industry as well as the accident vic-
tim’s suffering and the additional hard-
ship oh his family.

I referred earlier to the isolation of the
workers and thelr families, and this Is
probably the most unfortunate aspect of
the industry. To a large exteni It Is un-
avoldable except with a few of the major
complexes. The isolatlon carrfes with It
great disadvantages and disabllities. As
you well know, Sir, the facilities in the
small mill towns—and it is perhaps a
misnomer to call them towns; timber set-
tlements would be more appropriate—are
very meagre. In so many cases these con-
sist of a store with very Mmited merch-
andise and application, and a ¢lub. Beyond
this there I1s very liftle else, In these
clreumstances the necessity for transport
becomes most urgent. Without a mode of
transport, the soclal life, and Indeed the
whole outlook of the individual is affected
to a very great degree. Isolation i1s one
of the main ressons for the large turn-
over in staff in many of the mills in the
south-west.

Because of the isolation, medical, hos-
pital, dental, and school facilities are diffi-
cult to come by. The women in the settle-
ments feel very strongly about this point.
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I would like to tell members of a sltua-
tlon which fllustrates this isolation ang
its disadvantages to a marked degree. The
Tone River Mill is 40 miles to the east
of Manjimup. It has & small store and
club, and virtually nothing else to provide
any social amenities for the workers. There
is no school at the settlement, and the
children must go to Nyamup and Man-
Jimup for their schoollng.

The bus takes the primary school child-
ren 14 miles into Nyamup, and it then
takes the post-primary students to the
Manjimup High School. The unfortunate
aspect of this is that the prlmary stud-
ents—some of them only slx years old—
leave home at about 7.00 a.m. and arrive at
Nyamup at about 8.00 a.m. with an hour’s
walt before schoo! starts. I am sure mem-
bers are aware of the fact that this has
been a particularly Inclement winter, and
we can visualise how cold these chlldren
must be whilst they walt for the school to
open. The reverse process operates in the
afternoon—the primary students are plcked
up after 4.00p.m. and arrive home after
5.00 p.m, These young children are spend-
ing about four hours per day travelling
and walting, to achieve about five hours
%;:hoollng. It Is a most unsatisfactory posi-

on.

The matter has been drawn to the
attentlon of the Minister for Education
and he has indicated his sympathy wlth
the resldents. However, we urgently need
a practical solution to the problem. I am
sure all members in the House will sym-
pathise with this request.

It is no wonder that the turnover In
staff is so high in the mill towns. The
manager of the Tone River Mill is a very
understanding person and he has a very
diffieult job to retain an adequate work
force to maintain his production schedules.
In this case he is completely powerless to
rectify the sltuatlon.

Another complaint 1s In regard to hous-
ing. Traditlonally and historically, hous-
Ing in the timber Industry has been of a
very low standard. The houses are virtually
cottages, constructed of weatherboard with
corrugated iron roofs. No doubt this is an
economical move because material which
can be produced on site or close to the site
1s the cheapest to use. Admittedly, the
rentals are usually modest, but in keeping
with the standard of housing supplied.
If the health and local government author-
itles carrled out their operations to the
strict letter of the law by which they
operate, many of these places would be
condemned.

In fairness te the members of the For-
est Products Association, this fact is rec-
ognised and many companies have made
a start to update the houses in at least
some of the mill settlements. One com-
pany informed me that its budget for up-
grading and renovating company-owned
houses will exceed $200 000 in the coming



(Tuesday, 6 August, 1974]

year and another company expects to pay
out more than $100 000. So the attitude is
changing and a concerted and genuine
attempt is being made by the manage-
ment of the various companies to do some-
thing about a situation that has been ne-
glected for far too long. A considerable
effort will be necessary over a perlod of
years to schieve any success.

It all comes back, of course, to the fact
that amenities provide the key to over-
coming the employment problem. One
fairly sagacious mill manager made the
remark to me that he did not have to
worry about the men so much as long as
he could provide facilitles to keep the
wives contented. There is a great deal in
wheat he said.

An important factor in the industry is
the wage level. Low wages have always
been a feature of the timber industry—in
fact, the wages paid are only slightly
above the minimum wage. In the timber
industry there is no industrial allowance,
site allowance, or overaward paymenis,
The rates of pay for each category of
worker reveal that the wage level is very
low indeed. The other evening I referred
to the Henderson report which set out the
poverty line in Australia. In the interim
report of the lst March, the poverty line
was a salary of $62.70 for a man with a
nonworking wife and two children. It
must be remembered that wages have in-
creased since then,

From the figures in the repor$ it appears
that workers in the timber industry would
certainly come into the “rather poor”
category, if not in the *“very poor”. Work-
ers who receive 20 per cent or less above
the poverty line are categorised in the
“rather poor" class.

This overall situation has continued in
the timber industry for a very long time.
I do not think it can be countenanced any
longer and, indeed, I do not think it will
continue. The concessions to which I have
referred—cheap housing, firewood, and
other such small amenities—do not offset
the difficulties of transport, the increased
cost of llving in remote areas and matters
of this kind. It needs & great deal of re-
thinking to endeavour to raise the timber
industry to a level commensurate with
modern ideas.

The question of industrial organisation
is one upon which it is very difficult to
generalise. So it can be said that in this
direction, the industry has been very lax
and this has had several conseguences, In
the various mills, it can be shown that
union membership varies from nil to a
little above 50 per cent of the staff, de-
pending on the activities of the individual
shop stewards of the particular industrial
institution. The emplovers recognise that
they have no rcal organisation of the work
force with whieh they can discuss matters
and negotiate. One of the superintendents
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of the largest company involved in this
area of production has told me that this is
a disadvantage, as far as they are con-
cerned. It should also be pointed out that
where a long-term disadvantaged indus-
trial situation exists, and where there is a
lack of amenities, and where there are
situations which have rankled over a per-
iod of time the sort of predicament will
be created which will be utilised by some
unscrupulous organisation, for a variety of
reasons. I would hope that this would be
avoided at all times within the timber in-
dustry, where the tradition has been one
of harmonious relations and where there
has been a high degree of cordiality
between management and the ordinary
working man.

This situation has manifested itself in
many ways. However, because of the lack
of industrial organisation, the potential
exists for some unfortunate occurrences to
urise. We have seen precipitous and unex-
pected industrial strife take place, and the
same could occur again, and it is for this
reason that both segments of the industry
need to examine their posiiion closely.
The Forest Products Association has in-
dicated that it is prepared to rectify the
lack of amenities and conditions which
were referred fto during the conference
last year. However, the association is ada-
mant on the question of overaward pay-
ments going to arbitration, and this is
where the matter remains at present.
While any strike action is most unfortun-
ate and regrettable, at times it serves as
a warning to an industry and I trust that
this will be the situation in this case.

I should like to make reference to one
other matter in which I have had & per-
sonal interest for several reasons. Probably
my main reason for being interested in
this area is that it considerably affects a
section of my electorate and, secondly, I
have had a close association in establish-
ing the mechanism whereby this situation
has developed. I refer to the proposition
that has been put to the single dairy aunth-
ority with regard to the negotiability of
liquid milk quotas. I recently asked a
question of the Minister for Agriculture,
seeking to know whether a recommenda-
tion on this matter had been received by
the Government and the Minister indica-
ted that the question was under considera-
tion. The matter of negotiability of quotas
must be resolved if the dairy industry is to
be maintained as an expanding industry.
At present, the manufacturing milk sector
is finding that with rising costs and a
fixed price situation, it is unable to con-
tinue as an economic proposition and many
operators have left and are continuing
to leave the industry, It has been shown
that, in the interests of the State, the
dairy industry should retain the maximum
production of manufacturing milk that is
possible and, to do this, some incentive
must be offered to the disadvantaged
manufacturing milk sector.
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The recommendation of the industry
organisation is that quotas should be nego-
tiable at a price of $250 per gallon—I
understand that figure is subject to some
variation—and that when a minimum of
62 gallons is issued, the first 31 gallons will
carry a price of $250 per gallon while the
second 31 gallons will be issued free. I
understand also that when a quota is sold
back to the industry, payment will be made
at 90 per cent of the tota). If an individual
is contemplating going into whole milk
production, inevitably he will be saddled
with the cost of upgrading his premises
which probably will involve inereasing his
water supply and making provision for
irrigation—a considerable capital outlay—
before he gets around to the subject of
quotas.

If he is compelled to pay an additional
$7 500, or whatever it may be, for a quota
he will just not be in a position to get into
the liquid-milk industry. I had hoped that
other avenues wouid have been explored
and, indeed, given a quicker and more
effective coverage than the method pro-
posed by the farmers’ organisation in its
recommendation to the single dairy auth-
ority. I have referred to the economic
grounds, but the ethical grounds must also
be considered. If in an industry that is
developed, we pgive practising farmers a
quota at no cost, and if a value is suddenly
given to this infangible commodity, it will
be giving them an unfair advantage when
the two sectors are contrasted.

Mr McPharlin: Would you agree there is
a value on the quota?

Mr H. D. EVANS: I would agree that
probate is fixed by the Taxation Depart-
ment and that & value does emanate from
a quota in the sense that it increases the
value of a property when it is contrasted
with a property which does not carry a
quota. The Taxation Department has
placed a value on a quota at something
of the order of $200 per gallon. I believe
it was said at a meeting of the whole-milk
section of the Farmers' Union in one of the
southern towns by one of the fop officers
of that organisation that the purchase
price of a quota could be recouped in two
vears. This is a fairly significant factor
to be considered, and leads me to sugegest
that the next increase in price for whole-
milk should be examined closely to estab-
lish whether it can carry a loading of $250
which can be recouped in a couple of
years.

The eihical aspect of the situation must
be taken into account. When it is envis-
aged that the trends of milk production
show a decline, and if the industry develops
in the way the experts predict; namely,
that eventually it will be a whole-milk
industry with the surplus going into manu-
facturing, in effect, in another 10 years
there will be no need for a quota. If this is
to be so, quotas will cease to become effec-
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tive and will carry no value, So, somebody
who is compelled to buy into the quota
situation in a short time will find that the
asset he has purchased contains no value.
I feel that this must be considered more
deeply than it has heen to this point of
time. A number of facets of the negotiabi-
lity of quotas also need further considera-
tion. I hope this consideration will take
place and that the matter will receive the
examination it fully merits. I amn glad to
have had the opportunity to ventilate those
twcnt points, and on that note T resume my
seat,

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) [955 pm.): I
rise to participate in this Address-in-Reply
debate. At the outset, may I congratulate
you, Mr Speaker, on your elevation to the
high office of Speaker of this House. I
am sure you will follow the tradition and
dignity your predecessors have shown,

I also congratulate new members on
their election to the Parliament and re-
mind them of their obligations and require-
ments in their respective electorates. I
now represent a new area. Since my last
term there has been an extension of bhoun-
daries, and my electorate now includes tre
Capel Shire district. This ares has some
of the best dry-land dairy farming country
in Australia. It has a diversified catile
and fruit-growing industry, and the
mineral sands industry is of major im-
portance to the district. It has playved
an important role in the growth and de-
velopment of the Bunbury Harbour facili-
ties to the extent that 750 000 fonnes of
mineral sands is exported from the port.
The product from the mineral sands ir-
dustry is & major raw product of the
Laporte titanium plant, and employs some
600 persons in total.

So, I come back to the House at the
commencement of this session of Parlia-
ment with a far greater responsibility, and
with a wider diversion of activities in my
electorate. I am fully aware of the re-
sponsibilities with which I have been
charged.

I referred earlier to agriculture and the
fruit-growing industry wuich is established
in my electorate and I am very much
aware of the problems faced by people in
this industry. The situation relating to
overseas markets, to say the least is nothing
short of parlous. During the past season
fruit growers have received a State and
Commonwealth subsidy, which has assisted
them. However, the Commonwealth has
advised that 1974 will be the last year in
which assistance will be provided and they
now look forward to the 1975 year as
praobably the bleakest in their history. It
was only just the other day, when the
Deputy Premier and Minister for Asri-
culture visited the area, that an apple
grower, who was not alone in his mis-
fortune, announced that he had been
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forced to seek employment outside the
fruit industry in order to carry on.

Many people are in that position. They
find their properties are no langer viable.
They cannot make a lving from their
farms and are obliced to seek subslstence
elsewhere.

I believe assistance would be worth
while if the Government were able te
make additional areas of land avallable
to these apple producers to enable them
to extend their properties. They fully
realise the situation they are in and they
are not looking for handouts. They are
looking for conslderation and I wili be
making representations to the Minister for
Forests to ascertain whether areas of for-
est country can he made available to them
to enable them to extend their operations
so that they might become competitive and
viable in the future. At the moment their
holdings are too small and the opportunity
to sell them is minimal. However, these
producers have the integrity and character
to carry on, given some opportunity and, as
I said, I will be making representations
along these lines to the Minister.

Mr H. D. Evans: You should have
thought about thls last year and—

Mr BLAIKTE: Representing an agricult-
ural area I become patently aware of
the varying policles that have been dir-
ected against rural communities, The
Commonwealth Government has ahandon-
ed the dairy subsidy. It has not asll gone
yet, but it is going. It is intended that the
super subsidy will be abandoned; and we
are all very famillar with the polley con-
cerning the petrol freight subsidy in rural
areas. A number of taxation concessions
have also been taken away.

Mr May: Why did your party not agree
to restore them when they adamantly
refused hefore the electlons to—

Mr BLAIKIE: No doubt many mem-
bers in this House will recall that when
he was giving his Budget speech. the Fed-
eral Treasurer (Mr Crean) sald—

And now thils will make the Pitt
Street farmers saueal.

I doubt whether even today the Federal
Government realises that in order to close
concessions to wheat it regards as Pitt
Street farmers, 1t has ensnared every other
farmer In the same noose.

Mr Davies: Not at all!

Mr BLAIKIE: The Federal Govern-
ment showed no concern or compassion
whatever.

Mr H. D. Evans: What did your party—

Mr B_LAJK:IE: I can refer to phone ren-
tal. This has bpeen made a flat rate right
across Australla, Whether one lves in
Minnivale, Perth, or Darwin, a flat rate
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of $60 will be charged irrespective of the
cost of calls. This again was said to be
in the public interest. Maybe it is in the
public interest, but it Is certainly to the
detriment of all people in rural areas.

Another example of the Common-
wealth Government’s policles 1s in rela-
tion to the cast of phone connections. In
my electorate is the coastal resort of
Gracetown which is some seven or eight
miles from Margaret River, Prior to the
Government’s policy change a phone In
that area could be connected for a fee of
$70. However, now the situation is quite
ludicrous because a next-door neighbour to
a householder who had a phone connected
for $70 has applied for s phone and in
order to have the cable taken a matter of
66 feet, he must pay $962. A cost of $962
is made for a mere 66 feet because the
Commonwealth Government has changed
the rules of the game completely, Now it
depends on how far one resides from the
phone centre and the further one is from
the phone centre, the more one must pay
to the extent that it becomes totally pro-
hibitive. I regard this type of policy as
displaying a complete lack of compassion
and understanding,

As if all that 1s not enough for those
engaged in agricultural pursults and per-
sons generally lving in rural areas, they
are now faced with an even more critical
situation as a result of the infiatlon mon-
ster which is galloping out of control day
in and day out. Farmers on a reduced in-
come are unabie to offset the effect of in-
flation so one would expect the Federal
Government at least to show some com-
passion for these people and listen to the
pleas which have been made on thelr be-
half.

I make these points tonight because
members of the Oppositlon have spoken
in the House concerning the Forrest Place
incldent. I do not agree with violence in
any shape or form, but surely, for the
reasons I have already glven, members
opposiie, and members of the Federal Gov-
ernment, would realise that these people
are concerned. I have never in all my life
seen farmers organised. Quite frankly, they
were not organised, but they were con-
cerned. That is the difference.

Mr May: Were you there?
Mr Davies: They were organised.

Mr BLAIKIE: To be told that they have
never had it so good is only adding in-
sult to injury.

Mr May: Were you there?

Mr BLAIKIE: One of the Ministers of
the day told this story at Forrest Place, no
doubi in order to achieve & desired resuit.
He said he was walking down St. George's
Terrace on the day of the Forrest Place
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meeting and he was asked by a man in a
magnificent Mercedes Benz, “I'm a farmer
from the bush. I have only a $10 note.
Have you any change for a parking
meter?”

Mr McPharlin: Who was the Minister?

Mr BLAIKIE: The Minister concerned
will recall the story which was told purely
and simply for effect.

Mr Davies: Your story is completely
wrohg.
Mr BLAIKIE: The Opposition has

branded these farmers as an organised
mob, but they were not,

Mr May: What about the Causeway?
That was organised.

Mr BLAIKIE: It was a group of many
hundreds of people who were concerned
with their livelihood and income. They
were vitally concerned.

Mr May: I'll say they were. They were
not concermed about anyone else,

Mr BLAIKIE: And of course the very
atmosphere on the rostrum—would some-
one lend a farmer 10c¢ because he did not
have change of $10?—

Mr Davies: You do not have a sense of
humour.

Mr BLAIKIE: —was deslgned to bpro-
voke. The farmers were told they had
never had it so good by a Government de-
void of any compassion whatever. Mem-
bers opposite can discount all that if they
wish, although they cannot as far as I am
coneerned. The people I represent are very
decent people and are vitally concerned
ahbout their livelihood and income. The
vory next day after the Forrest Place
meeting, a supposedly responsible Minis-
ter referred to them as scum from the
bush.

Mr May: How do you know?

Mr BLAIKIE: That is the type of attl-
tude adopted towards these people.

I make the polnt that the very viabll-
ity of the properties of so many people is
tnday at stake. Other circumstances since
that time have also affected the rural
community. A crisis has oceurred in the
beef industry as a result of a drop in
prices. This can be blamed on various
other countries in the world as well, but
it is affecting not only these producers,
but also dailry farmers. Only recently of
course we heard the announcement of in-
creased fertiliser charges which will also
have a tremendous Impact.

All this is of importance not only to the
individuals who are concerned, hut also to
the whole community. I am very familiar
with the fate of most dairy farmers, and
particularly the butterfat praducers who
will face an income and cost deflelency of
between $2 000 and $3 000 this year. How
they will make that up, I just do not
know; and neither do they. As I have
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said, the whole community will suffer be-
cause of the effect on the various services
including doctors, newsagents, and buk-
chers. All these people will suffer an im-
pact so 1 sincerely hope that some form
of compassion and understanding will be-
set the Federal Government before it is
too late.

Mr B. T. Burke: What sort of concrete
suggestions can you make?

Mr BLATKIE: The taxation concessions
should be reviewed as also should the
dairy bounty and the superphosphate sub-
sidy. They are some suggestions.

Mr B. T. Burke: That would relieve a iot
of the distress, would it?

Mr BLAIKIE: To a degree, yes.

Mr Mclver: Is not the super subsldy a
full deduction?

Mr BLAIKIE: I wish to move on to an-
other matter which Is ¢ausing some con-
cern. I am pleased to acknowledge the
contribution of the Government in regard
to beach ercslon as it affects the Vasse
electorate. The Public Works Department
carrted out a survey which was completed
only In December, 1973, and the then
Leader of the Opposition gave an under-
taking that if his party were returned to
office the Government would institute a
top-level inquiry into this complex prob-
lem, seeking the expertise of various world
organisations, If required.

It Is a problem which will certainly not
be easily solved and it will require the
expenditure of many mlillions of dollars,
The results to date are that a Cablnet sub-
committee has been formed and, subse-
quently, a top-level Governmental com-
mittee has been appointed to assume re-
sponsibility for erosion control and dunal
control.

As far as I am concerned, the resulis to
date have been quite satisfactory, but I
reiterate that it will require the expendi-
ture of many millions of dollars to rectify
the serious damage that has already oc-
curred in my electorate and in other elec-
torates.

This debate also provides me with the
opportunity to refer agaln to the medical
needs of the electorate, which T have men-
tioned previously on a numbher of occasions.
I charge the Government with the respon-
sibility for glving urgent priority to the
provision of a hospital at Busseiton, which
is long overdue. Adequate sltes have now
been provided and I belleve that in the
interests of the welfare of the community
the profect should proceed.

While speaking on this subject, I men-
tion the prilority that has been gliven to
the provision of medical centres in the
State. If the State Government had the
opportunity, as it should, to direct finances
into various important fields, I think the
Government would have directed into hos-
pital facllities the money that has been
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spent on medieal centres. To my know-
ledge, medlcal centres do not provide bed
space, yet I wunderstand two medical
centres are under construction in Western
Australia at the present time, which will
cost in excess of $900 000. As regards the
finance required to bulld a hospital, we
are probably talking of a sum in the order
of 383 milion, but $9%00000 would have
given a tremendous boost to the first stage
of the Busselton project. I will have more
to say about medical centres at a later
stage but I question the priority that has
been given to them. We need beds rather
than centres of this kind.

One of the few comments of the Prime
Minister with which I agree Is the one he
made in December, 1972, when Introducing
a recreation Blll. He said that lelsure
could well prove to be the problem of the
1980s. I helieve that will be the case and
that we in Western Australia have an
opportunity to take the lead in this field,

I refer to the need to co-ordinate re-
sources for the optimum planning of
multi-purpose community recreation
centres. The point I wish to make is that
there is a need for a concerted and co-
ordinated effort by all sectors—by State,
Federal, and local governments, and the
various community organisations which
would benefit if these facilities were estab-
lished.

There is a great deal of duplication of
bulldings, particularly in country areas,
which I believe has led to a wastage of
resources and finance. When an organisa-
tion becomes a recognised body, cne of
its first objectives is to establish itself by
having a hall or building of some kind
which 1t can call its own and to which it
can attach its shingle, whether it be a
group of scouts or girl guides or a foothall
or basketball club. There is such a multi-
plicity of these buildings that they may
be used one night a month. Thirty or 40
organisations in a community may each
have a building in which it meets one night
a month, and for the other 29 or 30
nights of the month the bullding is not
used at all, exeept for occasional hire,

I have made some inquiries into this
matter and I am aware that each of these
buildings must have toilet facilities. So one
could well find several buildings in close
proximity to each other, each with its
toilet {facilities, although they might be
used only one night or one day a month.
I suggest this leads us to be probably the
most over-toileted nation in the world.

This situation also applies to school
buildings and the Brownies. In country
areas one is very much aware of the
facilities available or the lack of available
facilities. For example, both the local
high school and the primary school may
have reticulated grounds, which are util-
ised on, say, five days a week for 40 weeks
of the year and not used for the remainder
of the year. Right next door we may have
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the local government authority doing its
best to provide reticulated grounds which
will be used on either a Saturday or a
Sunday, or both, with the associated build-
ings such as changerooms, toilets, ete,

The more remote the country area, the
more it wants the best it can get for the
total resources available to it. If only
sense and reason would prevail! If the
Education Department, the local govern-
ment authority, and the local community
would co-operate, how much better these
facilities would be.

Library resource centres are attached to
schools. The schools use the buildings from
Monday to Friday, but the local authority
will build another library in the vicinity
and will probably be able to staff the
lihrary on only one or two days a week, I
realise there are managerial problems
associated with the points I have raised
but I believe they can be overcome with a
degree of goodwill on the part of all
parties concerned. It is essential to seek
the co-operation of the Education De-
partment and the principals of the
schools, In the past, with a co-operative
approach, the grounds have been made
freely available to the public. If the
principal of a particular school does not
see fit to make the grounds available, the
public cannot use them. This problem
must be overcome.

It would be necessary to amend the lonal
government regulations to enable local
authorities to put money into Education
Department land, and vice versa; but I
emphasise thai{ the resources mu-t be
pooled in order to obtain full utilisation
of the facilities. This is not 3 new pro-
po-al; it is a rather old one. Buf we in
Australia are lagging far behind. What
I have sugegested is already accepted prac-
tice in Prance, the United Kingdom, Ger-
many and the United States. We must
create recreational centres which cater for
the greatest number of activities and for
the widest possible range of people in the
community There is no doubt in my mind
that the provision of these facilities will
encourage their use and, ultimately, pablic
perticipation, Today, we are far too de-
pendent on television, with the disadvant-
ages which ensue. However, there is time
for a change and I believe we must change
now or else we will become “mendicant”
to the square hox.

I believe there is a definite need for a
full utilisation of resources and facilities;
and a~ far as I am concerend the need for
community recreation centres and the
satisfactory utilisation of leisure will prove
{0 be a most important aspect as we
approach the 1980s. I support the Address-
in-Reply.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Mclver.

House gdjourned at 10.31 pm.




